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RELIGIOUS. COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 


ON THE INTERMEDIATE STATE: 
OR, THE CONDITION @F MEN 
BITWEEN DEATH AND THE 
RESURRECTION. 


Tue Bible is a practical book. 
This testimony of Jesus was 
written, that men might believe 
on him, and believing, might 
have life through his name. Its 
chief aim is, through the influ- 
ence of the Spirit, to_excite the 
faith of the elect in the Redeem- 
er, and to nourish in them a holy 
life, preparatory to their admis- 
sion into heaven. 

Respecting the intermediate 
statey therefore,—a subject ad- 
mitting much vain speculation, 
we need not expect to find a 
very full account. The Scrip- 
tures treat it only in a practical 
view. They give not all the in- 
formation that might be gratify- 
ing toidle curiosity. Several al- 
lusions to it are incidentally 
made, and by these we are ena- 
bled to establish respecting it a 
few general conclusions; suffi- 
ciently valid and particular to 
comfort the people of God. 

These allusions are made 
chiefly respecting departed be- 
lievers; one or two only occur 
respecting the impenitent dead. 
A similar fact is noticeable, also; 
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respecting the future resurrec. 
tion of the body. The Scriptures 
oftener mention it asthe privilege 
of the believer, than as an indis- 
criminate event to all, or as the 
rising up of the impenitent to 
condemnation; evidently aiming 
at establishing the faith and ani- 
mating the joys of the pious. 

The Scriptures authorize us 
to make the following conclu- 
sions respecting the intermedi- 
ate state. 

l. The soul in this state is ace 
tive: or, Man continues to be, 
after death, an active intelligent 
existence. He remains in the 
exercise of his intellectual pow- 
ers and moral affections. This 
truth is evident from the follows 
ing passages of Scripture. 

First: the crucified thief, Luke 


Xxili, 43. ‘He suid unto Jesus,: 


Lord, remember me when thou 


comest into thy kingdom. And 


Jesus said umo him, Verily I 
say unto thee, T’o day shalt thou 
be with me in paradise.” That 
day, Jesus and the penitent thief 
both expired. The departed 
penitent remained still an active 
intelligent being; for the prome- 
ise of Christ was verified, He 
was capable of perception and 
enjoyment; for he knew Christ 
and tasted the joys of paradise. 

Secondiy: the wish of Paul te 
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depart and be with Christ, Phil. 
i, 23 ‘For to me—to die is 


gain. IT am in a strait betwixt. 
two. having a desire to depart, 


and te be with Christ; which is 
far better.” That Paul refers toa 
state of active and intelligent ex- 
istence, Is unquestionable. He 
has reference to a state of exist- 
ence, in which he would know 
Christ, and enjoy his presence; 
in which lie would exercise his 
understanding and his holy af- 
fections, in a far purer manner 
than on earth. That he refers, 
also, to a state immediately suc . 
ceeding his death and not to a fu- 
ture resurrection. is equally ob- 
vious. For were the souj inac- 
tive and insensible betwecn death 
and the resurrection, it would be 
no gain to Paul to dic. Evident- 
ly the life and enjoyments of 
Paul on earth were superior to 
a state of insensibility and inac- 
tivity. He would, therefore, pre- 
fer to dive, and to live too, till 
the period of the resurrection; 
for evidently the enjoyment 
which he might share in this 
time would be all gazn compuar- 
ed with a state of insensibility. 
The period betveen his death 
and resurrection, would. on such 
a supposition, be so much taken 
away from his existenc:. The 
desire of Paul to depart, there- 
fore, could arise only from the 
belief that he should imnrediate- 
ly ‘be with Christ.” He was 
‘willing to be absent from the 
body,’ entertaining the confident 
persuasion, that he should im- 
mediately be ‘present with the 
Lord.’ 

Thirdly: Moses and Elias on 
the mount of transfiguration, 
were active and intetiigent be- 
ings, Luke ix, 28, &c. They 
knew Christ, and spake with 


him on the subject of his ap, 
proaching decease at Jerusalem, 
‘Moses, the servant of the Lord? 
full 1400 years before this event, 
‘died in the land of Moab anj 
was buried in a valley, over 
against Bethpeor.’ Elijah, full 
800 years before, while walkin 
with Elisha on the borders of Jor. 
dan, was parted from him by ‘g 
chariot of fire and horses of fire, 
and went up by a whirlwind into 
heaven.’ Probably the same 
change passed upon Elijah,which 
Paul declares will happen to all 
believers, ‘who are alive and re- 
main unto the coming of the 
Lord.’ If so, he existed at this 
time, not in a disembodied state 
but in a glorified body. Howevy- 
er that be, the cause of Moses, 
who left the worid in the usual 
manner, Is a fair illustration of 
the state, essentially, of departed 
behevers. We learn. then, from 
whattook place onthe hoiy mount, 
that Moses was an active intelli- 
gent being in the days of Christ. 
He knew Christ, and conversed 
with him on a most interesting 
subject. Hie spake of that death 
on which his own immortal hones 
were founded, and the hopes 
of the people ot Godin every 
age. We see him then, not on- 
ly capable of mental activity but 
engaged, as the theme of his 
conversetion would lead us to sup- 
pose, lithe most vigorous en: ploy 
of his mental powers. Whetb- 
er. therefore, the epprcarabhce of 
Moses in bodily shape were a 
thing supernatural to men In the 
intermediate state or net, thus 
much is fairly deduced from it 
that men in that state are active 
intelligent beings. 

Listiv: the argument that 
Christ uses with the Sadducees 
respecling the resurrection, 
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Luke xx, $7, 38. The translation 
of avzeracic and avécnut are jiabie 
to misiead the common reader, 
unless he attentively examines 
theargument These words, com- 
motly rendered ‘resurrection 
and rise again,’ lead the mind of 
the English reader forward to 
the period of the resurrection of 
the body. From an attention, 
however, to the sentiments of 
the Sadducees and the argument 
by which Christ refutes them, 
any one may see, that these 
words are to be understood ina 
more extensive sense. They 
refer indefinitely to future exist- 
ence, or revival from the dead. 
Tne Sadducees opposed not so 
much the sentiment that the de- 
parted soul wii] at some future 
period re-join the body, as the 
mica that the seul exists at ail 
afier death. ‘Their opinion was 
that there is no future hjie, nor 
angel, nor finite spiritual exist- 
ence, whatever, separate from 
the body, Acts xxill, 8. Their 
sentiment then plainly would be 
refuted, if Christ couid prove 
that men conunue their intelil- 
gent aud spiritual existence af- 
ter death. Phe point at which 
Christ chiefly aims in his argu- 
ment with them, is, to prove 
that the soul d»es continue its 
existence after death. For proof, 
he cites the fact, that God styl- 
ed himself, in the days of Mo- 
scs, the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. ‘Now,’ says Christ, 
‘that the dead are raised,’ that is, 
that they are revived up in an- 
Other state of existence, ‘even 
Moses shewed at the bush, when 
he calleth the Lord, the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacod. For he is 
hot a God of the dead but of the 
&ving: ter all live unto him. 
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The reasoning of Christ is ob- 
vious These venerable patri- 
arcns, in the time of Moses, had 
been dead full 200 years, and 
were all buried ‘in the cave that 
is in the field of Machpelah, 
before Mamre, in the land of Cae 
naan. Yet when Moses stood 
beside the burning bush in Mid- 
ian. God said; ‘I am’—not I was 


once, but I am now—the God of. 


Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob; this is my 
name forever, and this is my me- 
morial throughout all genera- 
tions” I am the God of your 
fathers the patriarchs; the Mas- 
ter in whose service, though now 
absent from the body, they are 
alive and active. 1 am not the 
God and King of subjects whe 
are dead and inactive, but of liv- 
ing beings. All live unto me. 
Such was the conclusive reason- 
ing of Christ. The Sadducees 
were confounded by it, and ‘after 
that durst not ask him any ques- 
tion at ail.’ 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
therefore, were alive in a separ- 
ate state, and active in the ser- 
vice of God in the days of Mo- 
ses. And from this fact it is ev- 
ident that a// mankind after death 
exist in a separate state. Christ 
evidently considered this one 
fact as establishing the uriversal 
proposition. He alleged it ex- 
pressiy to prove the general 
truth, that ‘the dead are raised 
up’—or revived. It was a con- 
futation, too, of the general posi- 
tion of Sadduceism, that the 
souls of men do not exist ina 
separate state. We may see, 
too, the evident propriety of the 
conclusion being general. For 
the laws of divine administration 
being the same toward all men 
in the present state, it is rational 
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to conclude, that under the gov- 
ernment of an immutable God, 
they will be the samc, likewise, 
toward all after death. 

The Scriptures then author- 
ize the conciusion that men in 
the intermediate state are active 
intelligent beings. 

2. Entrance into this state is 
immediate. 

No sooner does the soul quit 
its earthly tabernacle, than it 
enters an active intelligence in- 
to the intermediate state. There 
is no intervening season of in- 
activity. The transition is im- 
mediate. 

This is probable from the 
nature of the soul. Its very 
essence is activity. Conscious- 
ness and perception removed, 
we have no idea of a soui left. 
When the body is dissolved by 
death, it ceases to be the resi- 
dence of the soui and the seat of 
its operations. The soul is then 
Separate in its existence; and if 
it be not a conscious, active, in- 
telligent agent, we can form no 
conception, whatever, of its exis- 
tence. We _ cannot conccive 
that it is even possible for it to 
exist. 

It is evident, also, from Scrip- 
ture. The thief entered para- 
dise that day. Christ passed 
immediately into that state. 
Stephen, too, immediately entere 
ed that state. Shortly before his 
death, ‘being full of the Holy 
Ghost’ and Jooking up ‘steadtast- 
ly into heaven, he saw the glory 
of God and Jesus standing on 
the right hand of God.’ While 
the vision was but just fading 
from his view, he expired, 
breathing the petition; ‘Lord Je- 
sus, receive my spirit. Was 
he not immediately received in- 
te that glory, the sight of which 


cheered his last moments og 
earth? Doubtless his prayer 
was answered; and if so, his 
soul no sooner left the body than 
it was recerved by Christ:—not 
an unconscious, inactive, insen- 
sible existence,—but intelligent, 
active, and happy in the pres- 
ence of his glory. 

3. Impfienttent sinners in thie 
state continue sinful and are 
completely miseradie. 

But one or two direct hints on 
this subject occur in the Scrip- 
tures. The parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus describes, es- 
sentially, the different states of 
the saint and sinner immediately 
after death and, consequently, in 
the intermediate state. From 
this descriplion we conciude, 
that the in:penitent in that state 
are the subjects of misery that 
knows no remecy nor aillevia- 
tion. Peter describes the men, 
‘whigh etime were disobedi- 
ent, when once the long suffering 
of God waited in the days of 
Noe,’ as being at present ‘spir- 
its in prison;’ an expression 
conveying the idea of punishe 
ment and suffering. 

Indir€ct evidence on this sub- 
ject, however, is abundant. The 
Scriptures abundantly teach that 
the present life is the only sea- 
son for a change in the n.oral 
character of men, and that the 
present 1s the only season of for- 
beaiance to sinners; from these 
two premises we conclude, that 
they who die impenitent still coo- 
tinue so, and being beyond the 
reach of mercy, become perfectly 
_Muiserable. 

4. Belueversin this state are 
frerfecily holy and haftfry. 

The Catechism of the West- 
‘minsterAssembiy, on the subject 
of the benefits that belicyers re- 
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ceive ftom Christ at their death, 
expresses the same conclusion. 
‘The souls of believers are at 
their death made perfect in holi- 
ness and do immediately pass 
jnto glory... The evidence of 
this truth is satisfactory. 

Believers now dead in the 
Lord are described as ‘the spir- 
its of just men made ferfect.’ 
The description is conclusive 
respecting their perfect holiness. 
Believers, too, when they de- 
part this life appear in the 
presence of a holy God, ‘that 
hath no pleasure in wickeduess.’ 
They dwell im that celestial city, 
‘into which shall in no wise en- 
ter any thing that defileth.’” They 
behold the face of God, and are, 
therefore, complete in righteous. 
ness. 

Holy beings, too, must be hap- 
py- The thief at his death en- 
tered paradise. Moses and Eli- 
as on the mount ‘appeared in 
glory. Paul would find his ex- 
change ‘far better’ than the pres- 
ent life. Departed believers, now 
the spirits of just men made per- 
fect, ‘are come unto mount Zidn, 
and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company 
of angels, to God the Judge of 
all, and to Jesus the Mediator of 
the New covenant.’ In this holy 
and blessed society how can the 
departed saint but be happy? In- 
dwelling sin that on earth clog- 
ged his love and withdrew from 
him the smiles of his God, is 
now forever taken away. Per- 
fectly pure in heart, he is ad- 
mitted to the blissful vision of 
God. Yea, he is satisfied, for he 
has awaked in the likeness of 
God. 

5. Men in this state do not re- 
ceive complete retribution. 
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The question is sometimes 
asked, whether men in the in- 
termediate state are In a State 
of retribution. The Scriptures 
always refer tothe decisions of 
the general judgment as placing 
men in a compiete state of ret- 
ribution. They speak of men 
after leaving the intermediate 
state and uniting their bodies at 
the resurrection, as rising to life 
or damnation, according as their 
deeds in the present life have 
been good or evil. 

That the day of judgment 
should be mentioned, as the com- 
mencement of retribution is to 
be accounted for on this ground; 
that retribution will then be com- 
plete and public. Men will then 
be reunited to their bodies, pass 
a public trial and receive a pub- 
lic sentence. Believers and ime 
penitent sinners in the interme- 
diate state are indeed confirmed 
in character, and live in sure 
prospect of the decisions of the 
general judgment. Yet they do 
not receive that full retribution 
on which they will enter that 
day. Their union with the body 
at that period will capacitate 
them for greater happiness or 
misery. But chiefly, the revela- 
tion made of their characters that 
day to an assembied universe,— 
the openness ot their trial, their 
sentence and its execution, 
will lay a foundation for more 
exquisite joy or woe in their 
succeeding state. 

Even the fallen angels appear 
not at present in that complete 
state of retribution. which they 
expect, and unto wi;'ch they are 
reserved in chains unto the 
judgment. Hence the legion 
that troubled the man among 
the tombs, terrified at the pres- 
ence of Christ, and in awfui ap- 
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270 The Intermediate State. Sept, 
prehension of their future allot- and point him to the Savior. He ‘ 
: ment from his judgment seat,ex- rejects the remedy till he enters ; 
claim; ‘Art thou come hither to » the world on whose endless night 
torment us before the time?’ no star of Bethlehem shall ever : 
| The subject suggests a few rise. He closes his eyes on ‘ 
yeflections. you and on this world, and like " 
1. The death of the impenitent Dives, he immediately ‘lifts them 4 
sinner is a season of great an- up in hell, being in torments.’ 7 
guish. He immediately finds himself a ‘ 


hopeless rebel, fallen into the 
hands of an avenging God! F 
2. This view ot the intermedi. t 
] 


Contemplate for a moment the 
situation of one, who has wasted 
his season of grace and is now 
approaching the borders of the 
grave. He may be Careless. 
"bhe same stupidity that closed 
his ears to the messages of grace 
through life, may now blind his 
eyes to the solemn realities on 
which he is entering. Who that 
aE has a heart to feel, can view his 
| | departure without compassion? 
His soul no sooner quits its 
earthly mansion, it no sooner 


SS See 2 ere os: 


ate state is consoling to the 
dying believer. 

The hour when a Christian is 
called to die, is a season of great 
trial. He clings to iife and to 
spiritual enjoyment. He shud- 
ders at the thought of sinking 
into darkness and _ insensibil- 
ity. He shrinks from the idea’ 
of extinguishing his holy affec- 
tions and enjoyments in death. 
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leaves the cares and sorrows of 
this vain life, and the pains and 

agonics of a dying bed, than it 
enters a percipient existence 
upon the unmingled woes of fu- 
ture punishment. ‘In that very 
day his thoughts perish.” Hope 
a moment before, perhaps, hush- 


Should not the thought then en- 
courage him to sustain the last 
cone with fortitude, that by it 
Christ is immediately to intro 
duce him into a better existence, 
The Rcedeemer—full of tender. 
ness and grace—in subjecting 
him to death, is not crushing iis 
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- 
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existence, but exalting it tu No- 
bler service and enjoyment in 
heaven. Though it 1s through 
much tribulation, he is entering 


ed his anxieties and excluded 
the thought ofan hereafter; now, 
the delusion is all over, and the 
beginning of anguish that is to 
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know po end, pierces him with 
the agonies of despair. 

He may be thoughtful. He 
may bewaii on the confines of 
eternity, a day of grace misspent, 
and a heaven of holiness forever 
Jost. Approach and view this 
dying man. See the anguish of 
his countenance and listen to his 
melancholy groans. OQ, he is 
just commencing the wailings of 
eternity. You see but a faint 
picture of the lively anguish to 
which he will in a few moments 
awake. You would tender relief, 


the kingdom. 


Death gives him wings to mount above the 
spheres; 

Death wounds to eure; he falls, he rises, 
reigns, 

Springs from his fetters, fastens in the 
skies, 

Where blooming Eden withers from the 
sight. 


‘The day of his death is better 
than the day of his birth.’ In 
that hour he opened his eyes on 
a world of sin and suffering, @ 
rebel against Jehovah and an 
heirof wrath; having been recon- 
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eiled to God through the blood 
of the cross, he is now entering 
, world of perfect holiness, 
through all whose boundless 
realms the light of divine glory 
and love sheds unutterable joys. 
The days of his mourning are 
ended; and the ransomed child 
of God has come to Zion with 
everlasting joy upon his head. 

3. This view of the interme- 
diate state suggests a comforta- 
be reflection respecting the 
pious dead. They are now active 
and bappy in the service of God, 

Are you a Christian, mourning 
the loss of one who exhibited 
sutisfuctory evidence of piety? 
Sorrow not, then, as othe rs,which 
have no hope. The friend, whose 
last conflict you witnessed with 
such solicitude, has achieved 
the victory and received the 
conqueror’s crown. Bury not 
your thoughts in the grave with 
his earthly tabernacie; his im- 
mortal spirit has entered a nobler 
building eternal in the heavens. 
The hoiy God who adopted him 
as a son and servant on earth, he 
is now serving in a purer man- 
ner in his presence above. 

Do not your tsoughts, too, ex- 
tend beyond your cying friend 
to the children of God that have 
expired in pastages? Where are 
now all the muiutudes of the 
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saints, who in their generations 

have glorified God on the earth, 
and exhibited their living and 
dying testimony to the exccllency 
of the religion of Jesus?: These all 
died in faith, not having received 
the completion of the promises 
on earth. Do they sleep in si- 
lence? Are all those affections 
wiich were lighted up and pre- 
served during the night of 
earthly trials, now extinct? No; 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, liveth throughout all gene 
erations. Heirs with the patii- 
archs of the same promise, they 
now with them serve God in 
glory. They all are now in that 
better and holier couniry thy 
desired while on carth. They 
all are now in the presence of 
that God, who was not ashamed 
to be called theirs in their pil- 
grimiage and to prepare them a 
City. 

Their bodies, indeed, are now 
imprisoned in the grave. Yet 
they wait in sure expeciation of 
the day of final triumph. He 
that liveth, and was dead, and is 
alive forevermore, who nath the 
keys of Hel/ and ot death, shail, at 
the conc'usion of the great work 
of redempiion, unlock the doors 
of their prison, and s+y to the re- 
deemed prisoners, ‘Go forth.’ 

&. F. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 
AmonG the great variety of ex- 
éeilent Cracts, which have been 
recently published by the New 
Enetann Tract Society, [| 
have been particulariy pleased 
with the following; viz. United 
and extraordinary prayer for the 


revival of religion and the ad- 
vancement of Christ's kingdom 
eurnestly recommended; and, 
The importance of educating 
frromising young men for the 
gusficl ministry. ‘These lracts, 
which are sola to Charitable 5So- 
cieties, the first for two anda 
halt cents, the sccond ter twe 
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cent& are worthy ofthe most se- 
riows perusal and re-perusal by 
all who wish well to Zion. In 
the first place, they are both writ- 
ten with distinguished ability, 
and ina manner suited to gens 
eral and permanent usefulness. 
In the next place, they treat of 
subjects, which are always mo- 
mentous. In all ages, it is of 
the highest importance that 
Christians be engaged in united 
and earnest prayer for the revi- 
val of religion and the advance- 
ment of Christ’s kingdom; and 
that the utmost attention be giv- 
en to the business of training up 
a competent number of promise 
ing young men, by a regular ed- 
ucation, for the sacred work of 
the Christian ministry. But I 
have been most of all gratified 
with the publication of the above 
named Tracts, on account of 
their peculiar adaptedness to the 
present time. It has become 
the favorite object of Christians 
in this country, to select youog 
men of talent and piety, and ed- 
ucate them for the sacred office. 
They have been fully aware of 
the nece@sity of an order of men, 
devoted to the work of giving 
moral and religious instruction 
to the peuple; and long experi- 
ence has convinced them that 
no degree of original strength of 
mind, or of piety can qualify 
men for the ministry, without 
a (earned education. The sec- 
ond Tract above mentioned, goes 
to the bottom of this subject, as 
it relates to the present condi- 
tion of America and of the worid. 
The statements which it makes 
ot the necessities ol the different 
parts of our own country are 
suliicient to rouse to action ail 
wiio, compassionate the miseries 
ei inankind, and Know the worth 





of the remedies which the Gos. 
pel provides. I consider the 
education of pious and ingenious 
young men for the ministry to 
be one of the most interesting 
objects of Christian benevolence, 
In proportion as this work pros. 
pers, we shall have reason te 
hope for the prosperity of Zion, 
The attention, which has recent. 
ly been excited to this subject, 
from North to South, is truly 
animating. We must consider 
it as a token of divine favor to 
the church. Butall that has been 
done is only the beginning of 
the great work which lies before 
us. .4// the ministers and friends 
of religion must unite in one 
great effort. All their wisdom 
and influence must be combined 
for the accomplishment of this 
momentous design. We are 
persuaded, the more men Con- 
sider this object, the more 
will they be satisfied that it de- 
serves to be pursued with in- 
creasing zeal, and that it has an 
inseparable connexion with the 
gracious purposes of God to- 
wards the chureh. 

But it is never to be forgotten 
that the favorable result of ail 
the exertions which Christians 
make depends ultimately on the 
divine blessing. All good de- 
signs, all wise measures, and all 
success come from God. He 
is therefore to be sought by ear- 
nest and united prayer. A spir- 
it of prayer should pervade all 
our deliberations, and all our 
pursuits. While our tongues 
and our hands are employed for 
the advancement of the Re- 
dleemer’s kingdom, our eyes 
ought to be devoutly raised to 
the God of all grace. How de- 
lightful is this union of Christian 
activity and prayer. ‘To pro- 
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mote this holy union I have ta- 
ken the liberty through your ve- 
rv usetul publication to recom. 
mend the above’ mentioned 
Tracts to the attention of every 
man, and woman, and child, who 
feels for the welfare of the 
world. 

i am Sir, your affectionate 
friend, » W.S. 


P. S. Yam happy to learn, 
that the concert «f prayer on the 
evening of the first Monday in 
every month is attended very 
extensively in this country. 
The time, I hope, is not far dis- 
tant, when Christians of all de- 
nominations, from the rising to 
the setting Sun, will join in this 
concert, and unitediy offer up 
their importunate Supplications 
to Him who heareth prayer, and 
with whom is the residue of the 
Spirit. The following Address 
to Christians, which is the close 
ofthe Tract on prayer, will, I 
am persuaded, be acceptable to 
your readers, 


CuxIsTIANS, you not only have the pre- 
gous promises of God's word to encour- 
age your united and fervent prayers tor 
the advancement of Christ’s kingdom, but 
you may see many tokens for good at the 
presenttime. It is a day of great things. 
More has been done within a few years, 
toextend the triumphs of the cross, than 
for ages before. If you look upon the va- 
rious measures, W hich the friends of Christ. 
in different parts of the world are now 
pursuing for the spread of the gospel, and 
the success, which has already attended 


them, you will find every thing to give 


auimation to your hopes. In the exten- 
sive revival of religion, and in the conmu- 
nication of light to those who sat In dark- 
ness, you may see the fruit of the pray- 
ers of apostles, martyrs, and saints, 
whonow sleep in dust You now per- 
ecive that God did not say to then, seek 
ye me in vain. The preseut period is 
distinguished by the united exertions of 
curistians to do good. They are carrying 


Von. XI. 


on an extensive plan. A great system of 
beneficence has been adopted. A great 
machine has been put in operation. All 
its parts move harmoaiously together, 
and conspire to produce the most glorious 
results) When did the world ever witness 
such efforts to buildup the church, and 
to convert Jews and pagans? When did 
such a multitude of Bible aad Missionary 
societies exist? In what age were such 
treasures expended and such labors per- 
formed to,translate and print the scrip- 
tures? At what happy period of the 
wold were the poor perishing tribes of 
Asia and Atrica blessed with an abun- 
dance of Bibies in their own languages? 
When were such numbers of pious youth 
fired with apostolic zeal, and ready to leave 
their friends and country to m:ke kaown 
the unsearchable riches of Christ to the 
heathe ? Hail! ve Christians of the pres- 
entday! You have come to the time, when 
the world is pr eparing for glorious displays 
of divine merey. You already behold 
many thiags which indicate, that the 
reign of sin is near its close. You 
behold that actual advancement of the 
cause of the Redeemer, the distant pros- 
pect of which has given ecstasy to so many 
prophets and saints. Who ever had such 
encouragement to united and  earhest 
prayer? Who ever lived in a period so 
full of divine goodness? Who ever had 
such a near prospect of the time, whea 
every knee shall bow at the name of Je- 
sus. Who ever had so abundant and 
affecting evidence of the power and faith- 
filness of God, and the certain success of 
the cause of Immanuel? Arise thea, with 
one heart, and eall u>on the name of Je- 
hovah. Beseech him to give the Re- 
deemer his promised inheritance. Pray 
for the time when the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord. Pray 
with strong faith, and fervent hope. For 
the time will come. There is no room 
for doubt. The mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it; and he also will do it. Jesus 
shall reign over the whole earth. All the 
kingdoms ofthe worl! are his; and he is 
about to take possession of them. There- 
fore wait on the Lord be of goo! courage; 
and say, for *Zion’s sake, I will not hold 
my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I 
will not rest, until the righteousness 
thereof go forth as brightness, and the 
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.’”” 
‘¢] will wait for the God of my salvation; 
my God will hear me.” Soon shall it be 
suid, “fo, this is our God! We have wait- 
ed for him: we wiil be glad and rejoice im 
his salvation.” 
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A LETTER FROM A LADY TO HER 
BROTHER. 


We think the following letter will give 
those of our readers, who have always 
lived under the meridian light of a 
preached Gospel. a lively p-cture of 
the sttuation of the destitute. Who 
that reads the story of this pious moth- 
er, unless blind to the preciousness of 
the Savior and his gospel, will not high- 
ly prize the privileges of evangelical 
mstruct’o:, and cheerfully make sac- 
rifices to extend them to the ignorant 
and destitute~to them who dwell in 
darkness? Ep. 


Virginia, August 6, 1814. 

Dear Brother, 

Your letter bearing date * * 
* *® cametors * *_ the 
same month. Never was a let- 
ter more acceptuble. With re- 
gard to your inquiries: 

1 “Where are you?” 

T answer in Virginia, County 
of Monongalia, the capital of 
which is Morgantown. We live 
one fourth of a mile from the 
bounds of Maryland, and 200 
miles southwest from Baltimore. 

2. What ministers are in your 
Vicinity?” 

One Baptist, who, I have been 
informed, lives about 14 miles 
from us, and preaches there one 
sermon in each month. The 
only preaching that | have heard 
of nearer than that, since I came 
here, is 7 miles distant, where 
a Methodist preaches one ser- 
mon in twoweeks. But such is 
the badness of the roads and the 
difficulty of leaving my babes, 
that I have not heard him. 

3. “What missionaries have 

ou seen!” 

None! Nor can I hear that but 
one presbyterian or congregation- 
al minister ever passed this way. 
That was about two years since. 
The inhabitants speak of him in 
terms of the highest respect. 
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But I really believe that a person 
would be more likely to obtain 
salvation in Hindoostan than 
here. Indeed, I cannot tel] wh 
this dismal part of our land has 
been so utterly neglected by 
those best and most charitable 
of institutions, the Missionary 
Societies. 

It cannot be said of these, ag 
it truly may be of the people in 
the lower counties of this State; 
they have money and informa- 
tion, and it is altogether their 
own fault, that they do not have 
the gospel; for here they have 
neither. There are many men 
and women, some more than 
59 years of age, born among 
these mountaws, or brougiit 
here when quite young, who 
never heard a presbyterian min- 
ister preach, and very seldom 
any other. Many heads of fam- 
liics and their numerous off. 
spring cannot read at ail, and 
there Is 10 school within twelve 
miles of us, 

Oh, my Brother, how my heart 
bleeds for precious immortals 
around us, buried in ignorance, 
sin, and stupidity; and also for 
myself and family. 

Can you not be spared a little 
while from your charge to visit 
us? Can you not iniercede for 
us in this dark, benighted region, 
to the trustees of the Missiona'y 
Society? Can you not take 4 
short mission, and in your tour 
come to us? Do not forget us! 
intreat you. If you cannot 
come yourself, cannot sume one 
be sent? I know of no place 
where such labors are more 
needed. 

You ask, “What are the reli- 
gious sentiments and practices 
of the people? and how is the 
Sabbath regarded?” 
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By this time I think you can 
anticipate my answer: though 
I can say their contuct is much 
better than I could expect from 
them, considering human nature 
and their want of advantages. 

They generally admit the 
truth of divine revelation; say 
religion is a fine thing; wish 
they could have preaching on 
the Sabbath, and be favored with 
schools; and seem to regret that 
they cannot read. 

They plead their poverty and 
distance from ach other, as their 
excuse for not having these 
things. They are in general 
very friendly and hospitab‘e; and 
though they do not pretend to la- 
bor on the Sabbath, yet it is their 
custom, and one which prevails 
in Maryland and Virginia, to vis- 
it, do errands, and make bargains 
en that day. 

You ask «What are our influ- 
ence and example?” 

1 feel thankful I can tell you 
that we are not inclined to fullow 
their example; but always when 
they invite us to visit them on 
the Sabbath, we tell them plainly 
what we think of it, and give 
them our reasons why we think 
s0. When they come to visit 
us, we read to them some good 
book, and endeavor to converse 
with them on divine things. 

But so wicked and deceitful 
is my heart that I have to lament 
my own unfaithfulness. I am 
so stupid, that the things which 
I know I need often to be told; 
and alas! there is nothing here 
to stir up the mind to ought but 
grief. 

fam happy to find that my 
companion feels the want of 
what we cannot here enjoy. 
And I often feel that I had rath- 
¢r be an honest beggar among 


pious people, than to spend my 
days and brinz up and leave my 
dear babes in such a place as 
this. 7 

Ob, my Brother! I think di- 
vine ordinances never appeared 
more precious than Since I have 
been here. Ido not believe it 
commgn for persons to estimate 
the glorious privileges of the 
blessed gospel as they ought, un- 
til they have been deprived of 
them after having loved and en- 
jyoyed them. It appears to me 
at times as though I could not 
endure to spend one Sabbath, 
and month and year after anoth- 
er, shut up in this wilderness, 
with my children growing up 
by me, and not be able to lead 
them to the house of God. 

I make it my practice to walk 
aione into a little grove of oaks, 
and especially on the Sabbath, 
at the hour I think you are go. 
ing to the! ouse of God. There 
l think L feel somewhat as the 
children of Israel did, when they 
hanged their harps on the wil- 
lows and exclaimed; “Jf I for- 
get thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget ber cunning. 
If I do not remember thee, let 
my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth, if I prefer not Jeru- 
salem above my chief joy.” 
There I reflect that my sins 
have justly deserved all this and 
much more. And it seems 
to me that I am suffering this 
banishment awhile to teach me 
the value of what I did not right- 
ly improve. At jwesent I can 
see no way of escape, but while 
I live I hope I shall not cease to 
pray for deliverance till it come. 
I think I never longed for any 
thing more than I now do to live 
where I could attend public 
worship, where the christiat 
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graces are in lively exercise, 
where I could once more enjoy 
the society of pious and enlight- 
ened people. 

And now, Brother.you know our 
situation, feelings, and wants; we 
beseech you strive together with 
us by yours; that God would turn 
again our captivity, forgive our 
sins, and make the evening of our 
lives more comfortable and use- 
ful, for Jesus’ sake. 


EXTRACTS FROM DR. WATTS’ PRE- 
FACE TO HIS DISCOURSES ON 
SHE GLORY OF CHRIST. 


“TT is granted, that many things 
relating to the ever blessed LR1N- 
ivr way have heights and depths 
in them which are unsearchable 
by our understandings) Though 
we learn from Scripture, that 
true and proper Deity is ascrib 
ed to the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, and that they 
are represented ofeen in Scrip- 
ture as distinct fersonal agents; 
yet after all our inquiries and 
prayers, we may be still much at 
a loss to describe exactly where- 
in this distznct personality con- 
sists, and what is the distinct 
communion of each of them in 
the divine nature.” 

“] can assure them,” [the 
readers of his discourses,} “that 


there is not one sentence in all 
these discourses, but what is 
very consistent with a firm be- 
licf of the divinity of Christ, and 
a just and sincere concern for 
the most eminent and glorious 
truths of the Gospel, as they are 
professed by Protestants among 
us against the Secinian and Ari- 
an errors.” 


IMPORTANT DISCOVERY, 


SEVERAL able and respectable 
farmers who employ a number 
of workmen, have discovered 
that the use of ardent spirits, at 
any seuson of the year, is entire- 
ly unnecessary. By informing 
their workmen when they em- 
ploy them, that they must have 
no ardent spirits—keeping them 
well, and adding one fourth of 
the ordinary expense of spirit to 
their wages, they can easily ob- 
tain men who will drink no spir- 
it, and yet be more healthy, more 
faithful, and in the course of the 
season, accomplish more busi- 
ness, and be in every respect 
better than if the usual quantity 
were aliowed them. 

Shouid al) farmers in the 
country avail themselves of this 
discovery, it would probably 
Save more than $10,000,000 a 
year, aud several thousand lives. 


H, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


_ MASSACHUSETTS MISSIORARY 60CIETY, 


The publication of the following Report, 
on account of particular circumstaces, 
has been hitherto delayed. Ep. 


Tar Annual Meeting of the Massachu- 
setts Missionary Society was held in Bos- 
ton, May 30, 31, 1815. The number of 
members present was considerable; the 


business was conducted with great har- 
mony; and the spirit of the meeting was 
highly gratifying and encouraging. ‘The 
officers elected ior the year were as fol- 
lows: ’ 


The Rey. Samvet Spnrine, D.D. Pres. 
The Rev. Samvuen Worcester, D.D. 

Secretary. 

Jexnemian Evyarts, Esq. Jreasurer. 








1815. Massachusetts Missionary Society. 272 


The Rev. Samvet Austin, D.D. 
Rev. Exigan Paxisa, D D. 
Rev. Samuet Worce: Tek, D.D. 
Dea. Isaac WARREN, 
Mr. Joun Jenks, 
JenuemisH Evarts, Esq. 
Henay Gray, Esq. 
Rev. Oris THomeso., 
Rev. SamueEL WALKER, and 
Rev. Bruwn Emenson, /'rustees. 


The Anniversary Sermon, by the Rev. 
Mr SaxBonviof Reading, was appropri- 
aie, animated, aud impressive. ‘The tirst 
appomted preacher for the next anniver- 
sary 8 the Rev. Fuescaacs Rexvoups 
of Wilmington; the econd, the Rev. Exi- 
sia Fisk ot Wrentiam. ‘The ioliow- 
jug is the 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES. 


BReTuReEN, 

ViTa the wutual congratulations and 
gratelul veeollections of this anniversa- 
ry, we have oceasion for mutual con- 
dulences and solemn reflections. Death 
has mvaded our endeared and couse- 
evaied ecrele ‘The late venerable in- 
cuuubent or the chair, who, at our last 
amual meeting, addressed us with the 
mouitory and ominous voice of faltering 
age, anda greatly beloved and respected 
brother aud member of the Board, whose 
unabated vigor of body and of mind 
gave promise of long aud increasing use- 
fulness, are with us no more. ‘The la- 
mented Drs. Hopkins and Strong, both of 
whom were among the founders of this 
Society, were of the number of the Trus- 
tees from the beginning, bore with oth- 
ers, some of whom were calied home be- 
fore them a.d more still remain, the bur- 
den and heat of the day, and labored with 
exemplary diligence, fidelity and zeal, now 
rest from thei labors and their works do 
follow them. But we, dear brethren, 
rest not yet; nor must we, until the Lord 
ofthis great vineyard in which we are 
appointed to work while the day last’s, 
aul in which there is such urgent need 
of much, very much to be done, shall s¢e 
fit to call us away from these arduous but 
Pleasant and important services, to re- 
clive every one bis own reward accord- 
ing to his own labor. While then we 
drop the tear. of tender remembrance, 
and of brotherly affection for those who are 
gone, vet letus not mourn evea as others 
who have no hope; let us not linger at the 
graves of our departed fellow laborers; but 
admonished by the termination of their 
(lay, of the brevity of our owa, quickened 
by the recollection of their activity and 
zeal, and animated by the glorious prize 
for which they run, and whieh is set also 
before us, let us pursue our course with 
Yenewed energy and ardor, and so run as 
vertainly to obtain. 





The missionaries appointed by this 
Board the last year were as follows: Tie 
Rev. Jonatha» Sewall, for the whole year, 
in the Distriet of Maine extensively; Mr. 
Joshua Dean, for twenty five weeks, at 
Hampden and Plantation No. 2, aod vi- 
einity; Mr. Enos Merrill, for eit weeks, 
at Thomastown; Mr. Christopher J. 
Lawton, for twelve weeks, at Prospect; 
the Rev. Pearson Thurston, tor twelve 
weeks, at Limerick; Mr. Fifield Holt for 
twelve and a half weeks, at Cansan and 
elsewhere as our Committee of location in 
Maine should yidge most advisable; the 
Rev. Silas Warren, for six weeks in the 
Piantations of Jackson and Wasningion 
and the vicinity; Mr. Villiam Cogswell, ior 
twelve wecks, at Sandwich aad viemity, 
N. H. and afterwards, Mr. Edward War- 
ren, for seventeen wecks, in the same 
field; Mr. Calvin Park, for six weeks, 
with referenee particularily to Johnson 
and Smithfichl K. LL. The Rev. Chon- 
as Williains, who was settled aoder the 
patronage of this Society, at Brewer, 

Me ) was allowed one hundred doilars 
tor the year iu aid of his support. At 
the cominencement of the year also six 
hundred doliars were appropriated by this 
board towards the expeuce of a mission to 
the Western and Southern parts of the 
United States, through which Messrs. 
Schermerhorn and Mills, thy © years ago 
made their very iteresting tour; with 
the design that the missionaries to be 
employed should preach in the most des- 
titute places of those regions, particularly 
East Tennessee, and distribute Bibles, 
Testarnents and Tracts, wherever there 
should be the greatest need, particularly 
at New Orleans: Mr. Samuel J. ~ilis and 
Mr. Daniel Smith were appo-nted mis- 
sionaries for this important and arduous 
service; and the mission was placed 
under the superintendence and direction 
of a special Committee, consisting of the 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Henry Gray, 
Esq. This arrangement was made*in 
the expectation that the mission would be 
patronized and partly supported, by sever= 
al Missionary and Bible Societies, in Con- 
necticut, New York, and Pennsylvania, 
from some of which encouragements Lo 
this effeet had been received, 

All the missionaries thus appointed, ex- 
cepting Mr. Dean, accepted their appoimt- 
ments, duly entered upon their labors, 
“and performed them, so far as appears 
from the letters, and journals which have 
been received, in a very satisfactovy man- 
ner. ‘he principal particulars relating 
to their respective missions we shall briefly 
report. 

Mr. Sewal!, in an Abstract of his Jour- 
nal, says, ‘According to my estimate, T 
have the vear pa t performed 46 weeks of 
missionary labor; 307 sermons ltave heer 
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preached; 564 family visits have been 
made, and 15 seh ol visits: 11 funerals, 14 
ehurch meetings, LO conierences, 26 
prayer meetings, 2 ordmations, aud 2 
councils have beea attended. “'wochur- 
ehes have been formed, children cate- 
chised a few times; baptism adiuinistered 
to six aduits and seventy children; the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper adininis- 
tered sixteen times; and seventeen per- 
sons admitted to the tellowship of the 
churehes. 

There has been some measure of divine 
influence shed forth the past season in the 
District of Maine. Several hopeful con- 
versions have taken place in the town of 
Farmington; and notwithstauding the 
prevalence of various sects in that place 
in times past, there now exists some 
hope, that the day will come, when 
they will be able to settle a gospel minis- 
ter for a part of the town. In New-Sha- 
ron they ure making some exertions for 
obtaining the stated means of grace. In 
Fairfield the attention of the people has 
been uncommonly excited; several have 
obtained hope: and a small chureh has been 
coliected there. In Bangor, under the 
labors of the Rev. Mr. Loomis of that 
place, there is such an attention to reli- 
gion as has never before been there wit- 
nessed. There is a great call for mis- 
sionary lal ¥s in thet portion of the vine- 
yard:” viz. ‘The Distriet of Maine. 

From Mr. Merrill’s communication, 
we give the following extracts. ‘“‘During 
the eight weeks, | preached nineteen 
times on sabbaths; filtteen times on other 
days; and a'tended three caiec! etical 
micetings for the instruction of youth. Like- 
wise, I relt it my duty to visit and instruct 
the people from house to house, so far as 
more public engagements would permit; 
and cannot but hope that some good was 
done in this way.”—“When I came to 
Thomastown in Nov. hast, the state of re- 
Lgion and morals was low. To a lament- 
able degree it still remains so. For seve- 
ral vears the stated ministry of the word 
has been suspended. In this period, but 
litde religious instruction has been enjoy- 
ed, except what has been occasionally al- 
forded by different missionary societies. 
As a natural consequence, habits un- 
friendly to serious attention to the things 
of religion have been extensively contract- 
ed; and at first our meetings were jar 
fiom being numerousiv attended. We 
have, however, been gratified to see an 
mereasing attention to the word. The 
friends of religion think that for some 
time past, there has been an unusua! at- 
tendance on the sabbath: and likewise 
that increasing seriousness and solemnity 
is manifest at our public meetings. They 
hope, too, that the Lord’s day is more gea- 
eraily, aud in a inure becoming manner, 
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observed than heretofore. About the 
time that 1 entered on your appointment, 
one 0. two individuals became seriously 
impressed with a sense of their sinful and 
miserable state by nature, and of their 
need of a Savior. This seriousness soog 
extended to two or three others. When 
I left them two or three had obtained 
comfort; and, it is hoped, had become 
savingly aequanted with our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. One or two others 
continued deeply distressed with a view 
of their sins and guilt.”——“*We are not so 
happy as to mention numerous Mmstaaces 
ot co.version. Yet the friends of religion 
at ‘Thomastuwn are not without the hope 
that in the course of the last season, con- 
siderable good has been done in removing 
some prejud.ces, unfriendly to the settled 
ministry; inducing a greater respect for 
the institutions of religion, and a more 
general desire for the stated dispensation 
of the word; and produci.g in some in- 
stances a sense of the importance and ne- 
cessity of personal religion. And if but 
one individual, through the instrumental- 
ity of your Society is brought into the 
family of Christ, your labor has not beea 
in vain in the Lord. Here it is obvious te 
notice one goud effect, resulting from mis- 
sionary exertions. It is sometimes the 
ease, that when a missionary is located 
for a few weeks in a destitute town, the 
good people of the place take oceasien to 
do what they can for themselves, and 
keep him several weeks alter the expira- 
tion of his appointment. This remark 
has been strikingly illustrated in the case 
of Thomastown the last year. Out of 
thirty-nine weeks of labor at this place, 
sixteen only have been at the expence of 
Missionary Societies: yet, perhaps, it is 
just tosay, that a missionary appointment 
of a few weeks at first was the occasion of 
the whole.” 

“In reviewing the season spent in the 
service of your Society, and the time ccne 
nected with it in the same place, the 
good hand of our God is very obvious. 
Au! I would not close this communication, 
without acknowledging, with gratitude te 
him, the very saudi iiaiaets with which 
my instructions have been received, and 
the prompt and zealous support with 
which my poor endeavors for usefulness 
have been seconded by the friends of the 
Redeemer. In several instances, / trust, 
we have found the word tobe prec:ous, 
and enjoyed repeated seasons of refiresh- 
ing from the presence of the Lord! _ 

Mr. Holt, agreeably to our expeetation 
at the time of his appointment, has been 
orda'ned to the pastoral eare of a ehureh 
in Bloomfield, (formerly a part of Cana- 
an,) upon a plan which makes him depend- 
ent for a part of his support on this Soci- 
ety, wud allows of his being employed; 
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for a part of each year, as a missionary 
in the neighboring destitute places. 
From a very satisfactory comimuuieation 
received fram him, it appears, that he 
has iabored the past year, among the peo- 
ple of his charge, and in other places, 
with great diligence, and with goal ef- 
fect, aud the prospect for tus usetulness 
in chis region is highly gratifying. 

The following are extracts irom Mr. 
Lawton’s commanication. “I have labor- 
ed to perform the duties of a missionary 
agreeably to my lastructions. Besides at- 
tending the usual exercises on the Sabbath, 
Ihave preached Lectures on that and 
other days; attended funerals, visited 
schools and sick persons, and instructed 
from house to house as [ had opportunity 
and was able. I have been e:mpioyed i 
this place (Prospect) durimg the past 
year, and have been treated with respect 
and kindness. A considerable number 
have manifested a great engageduess to 
aitend public worship and to settle a iam- 
iser.” The last summer there was an 
increased attendance; the minds of saine 
were considerably impressed; and it is 
hoped afew individuals were made the sub- 
jects of a gracious change.” —**No congre- 
gational chuvch has yet been organized 
here; butit is thought there may. be one 
soon formed.” “*T he Congregational 5o- 
sicty, compared with the populauion of the 
town is small. ‘They have given me a call 
te settle as their minister.” ‘Che prinei- 
pal part of the society -cem very desirous 
for uy settlement, ad are willing to do 
what they are able towards my was rin 
Soine have coutribuiet tiberally, and th 
whole subseription for the last year een, 
was somewhat mere than two huidred 
dollars.” 

The Rev. Mr. Warren writes: “In dis- 
eharging my mission under your appoint- 
ment, [- have preached twenty-two ser- 
mons, attended three confereuce meet- 
mes, received two into the church, and 
administered the sacrament of the supper 
once, baptised three infants, and made 

eizhieeu tamily visits.’ 

te Che inhabitauts of Jackson are more 
attentive to religion, than those of the 
neighboring plantations. Sectarians are 
rot so numerous as they have‘been. I 
am, as it were, alone; the field for labor is 
extensive; it is not in my power to extend 
my labors so far as [ could wish. ‘The 
sliurch is increasing, the true principles 
of religion are gaining among us. 

“The chureh and society express their 
gratit::de for che favors your society has 
conferred: they wish a continuance of 
your aid” 

Mr. Cogswell’s mission appears to have 
been highly blessed. “During my mis- 
sion, he says, I was well recvived and 


treated by the people, where I visited and 
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preached. I preached fifty-one sermons; 
attended several conferences and two fu- 
nerals; visited nine schools and a large 
number of families. I distributed ten bi- 
bles, which £ received from the New 
Hampshire Bible Society. More are 
wanted. 

“soon afterI went to Sandwich, a Con- 
gregational church was forced, consisting 
eo eighteen members, who had beeu mem- 
bers of other churches. About this ime 
a revival of religion commenced; and be- 
fore | left the pace, eleven hopetul con- 
verts had jotmed the churel, aud five oth- 
ers enlertaseda hope. Convictions and 
conversions were daily increasing; the 
work of God was gunug on. The state 
aud prospects of religion must gladden 
the wearts of the friends of Zion, The 
peopie offered to hire me for afew Sab- 
baths; but on account of my health, I 
thought it bnprautent to comply. They 
wast assistance very much; and desived 
to be remembered by the Missiouary So- 
ciety.” 

‘The following is an extract froma letter 
to the Secretary, from the Rev. Vir. Hid- 
den, of ‘Tamworth, aijacent to Sandwich: 
“Your nussiouary, Mir. Cogswell, has been 
very userul in this vicinity, and his labors 
greatly blessed. In Sandwich, where he 
has been preaching, a Congregational 
chureli hus been recently formed; a town 
composed of Quakers, Baptists, Free-will 
Baptists aud Methodists, tor above forty 
years except a few who had joined them- 
selves to the church im Tamworth. 
These, together with some others lately 
become acquainted with Christianity, have 
been embodied into a church; and ‘God i 18 
evidently pouring out his Spirit upen 
thein—conviections and coaversions are 
ineveasing, and a general seriousness is 
upon the purt of the town in which the 
church is formed. They are not in a ca- 
pacity at present to maintain a minister; 
but are looking with earnest pravers to 
God to hasten the happy time when the 
bread of life a be regularly brokem 
unto them. In +.e mean time they are 
looking with ermal hearts to Missionary 
Societies tor aid, aud to yours, Siry +s 
through you the work of God is going on 
amongthem. ‘The field is already white 
for the harvest. Dear Sir, send some one 
to come and help reap, and the blessing 
of many ready to perish eternaily will 
come on your Society.” 

As no arrangement could be made by 
us to answer this call so soon as the ur- 
gency of the ease seeined to require; the 
Secretary thought it proper to com muni- 
cate the call to some ether Societies, that 
if convenent they might supply hetp un- 
til we should be abl: to send another Ja- 
borer into that field. This was done; and 


a missiouary was seat there by the Seciety 
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for promoting Christian Knowledge; af- 
terwards one from the New tlampshire 
Missionary Society, and at the Semi-an- 
nual meeting of this Board, Mr. Edward 
Warren, who is under the patronage of 
the American Board of Coinmissioners 
fer Foreign Mussious, was appointed to 
spend a few months there in our service; 
and these several missionaries have la- 
bored in that vicinity with harmony and 
with pleasing success 

The Rev. Mr. Williams, settled at 
Brewer, under the concurrent patronage 
of this Society, and the Maine Missiona- 
ry Society, for the benefit of that town 
frou which he receives a considerabie 
part of hts support, afd of the vicinity, 
appears to be placed in a sphere of usetul- 
ness. “I hope, he says, my labors in this 
place have net becn entirely useless. Al- 
though there has been no general atten- 
tion to religion; yet perhaps there has 
been no time, at which there has not been 
su.ne ONe Or More Under serious iMpres- 
sions. Since | have been in the place, | 
have admitted seven into the echureh— 
acd five now siand propounded. At the 
present time there is more of a general 
inquiry relauve to the concerns of the 
soul, than Ll have ever before known.” 

‘Pwo months in eacl#year, | spend in 
neighboring towns. My appoiutments 
have geverally been well attended; and 
my services by the serious and sober part 
of the people thankfully reecived. With- 
in twenty miles of this place, there are 
ten places, the inhabitants o: which are, 
to say the least, glad to hear preaching.” 
“From what I have written, you may 
gather something relative to the manner 
in which your money has been expended.” 

The Rev. Calvin Park, (employed by 
this Society to pertorm missionary service 
in Johnson and other places aijacent 


to Providenée in the State of Khode ° 


Island) informs by letter, that be has la- 
bored with apparent aeceptation, and 
some sticcess, particularly in Johnson, 
where the congregation is regular in its 
attendanee upon the |. he services, is 
increasing in vumbers, sud there are very 
he . ful and encouraging appearances res- 
pecung the progress of the truth. Prej- 
udices against Congregational.sts are sub- 
siding. A dispesition to contribute to the 
support of the Gospel is gaining ground, 
and seenes of usefulness are presented 
viieh he thinks have a strong claim up- 
en the benevolent regards of this Society. 

Gur mission tothe Western and Senth- 
ern parts of our country holds out no or- 
dinary promise ef eventual utility upon an 
extensive seale, The Committee, apy oint- 
of to superintend this mission, finding 
it difficult to ascertain by correspondence 
what aid would be afforded by other Soeci- 
efies, deemed it pradeut to send on Mr. 





Serr. 


Mills and his companion to Philadelphia, 
If no additional aid could be procured, 
they were to return; if they met with 
such eucouragement as should seem te 
render itsafe to go ‘orward, they were to 
proceed. This arrangement saved much 
delay, if not the mission itself from being 
defeated. ; 

In July, Mr. Samuel J. Mills, who had 
been appointed by the Board, and Mr, 
Daniel Smith, who offered himself for the 
service, and was approved by the Com. 
mittee, left New Eugia.d oo their mis- 
sion. They took with them from Boston 
13 or 14,009 Practs, mostly published by 
the N. E. ‘Tract Society, and 600 Bibles, 
furnished by the Massachusetts Bible 
Society. 

At Philsdelphia they found, that the 
Bible Society of that city would allow 
thei S200, and 400 French Testaments 
to be sold for the benefit of the mission, 
the avails of which were estimated at$400, 
‘The Cominittee of Missions of the Pres- 
bs terian Chureh allowed them $100, as 
the reward of a month’s missionary labor 
to be performed in the western country. 
They took also from Philadelphia 4 or 
5,000 copies of the French Testament, 
the distribution of which, they were te 
superintend. 

By successive letters they have kept the 
Commuitice well informed of their prog- 
ress and their labors. They left Phila- 
delphia on the 15th of August, and arriv- 
ed at Pittsburg on the 28th From 
thenee they took different routes: Mr. 
Mills going through Stenbenville and 
Wheeling, and Mr. Smith through Can- 
nonsburg and Washington, (Peun.) At 
Washington, Mr Smith was present at 
the formation of a Bible Society, and as- 
sisted in its organization, under very 
promising appearances. 

The brethren met at Grave Creek, and 
reached Marietta on the Sth of Septem- 
ber. They represent the country, om 
the baxks of the Ohio, for 100 miles above 
Mariet:a, as a promising missionary field. 
‘The Oiio Bibie Society, as they report, 
is in a pretty flourishing condition, 

The brethren coutinued their course 
westward, through Laneaster, Chilieothe, 
and Cincinns'i, (Ohio.) They hesiteted 
about proceeding to the western territo- 
ries; but upon advice and consideration, 
they concluded to go forward. Accord- 
ingly, they visited the seats of government 
in the Indiana, Ulineis, and Missouri Ter- 
riiories. In ece of these Territories, pre- 
parations were made, under their influ- 
ence, for the formation of Bible Societies, 
and considerable subscriptions were en- 
gaged. All these ‘Territories are deplera- 
biv destitute of religious instruction, and 
furnish ample fields for the labor of mis- 
sionaries. ‘he particular claims of each, 
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we have not room to state in this brief 
skecch. 

fiow St. Louis, in the Missouri Terri- 
tory, the westeramost point ta their tour, 
the m.ssionartes set Out Ou their return te 
the Ilimois Territory, on the 9th of No- 
veaber. They visited Kaskaskias, Vin- 
cennes, aud New Albany. They had re- 
ceiv-d tne countena..ce of the Governors 
of the three Territories, who gave assur- 
ance Of tueir patronage to the Bible Soci- 
eues. 

in the early. part of December, the 
jnissionaries visited Vexington and Frank- 
fort, (Ken.) and returneu tothe falls of 
the Olio about the 20th of that month. 

January Sch, they emburked on the 
Miss.ssippi, avd deseended to Natchez 
and New Orleans. They arvived ut Nat- 
chez, Feb. 6. Mr. Mulls proceeded te 
New Ovleans, and Mr. Smith spent a 
mouth in the Mississ ppi Territory. 
Tis territory is aiso @ most lteresting 
ficld for raissiouary exertions. Natchez 
wouki be au e.e¢cilent station for a mis- 
si0Uary . 

At New Orleans the French ‘Testa- 
ments were received with abl:aost ineredi- 
bie earnestness. In tne distuibution of 
them, the missionaries were assisted by 
Alfred Hennen, Esq. to whose exertious 
this Society and all similar institutions are 
mach indebted. Mr. Sinith leit New 
Oveans sometime in Apri, and Mr. 
Mills was expected soon to follow. 

On the whole, this mission has evi- 
deitly been productive of great good, and 
will, as we hope, tead the way for more 
enlarged exertioxs ta favor of our western 
bre:lven, than have heretofore bee: made. 

It will be understoai, that Messrs. 
Mills and smith preached as they had uop- 
portunity throughout their whole tour, 
and that they distributed Bibles and 
Tracts according to their best Judgment 
throuzh the immense eatent of country 
whieh sae visived.* 

Such, brethre:, have been our oper- 
ations, since our last anniversary. If they 
have not equalled our wishes, they may 
have exceeded our ex peetations; and we 
have reason for thenkfuliess that they 
have been so consiterabie in extent, and 
so encouraging in succes. We have rea- 
son for thaukfalness to the glorious king 
of Zion, that we have been made instru. 
mental in saving some of the souls for 
Whom he died, trom eternal vestruction; 
in strengthentng the faith and animating 
the hearts of many of his friends, » idely 


* The missionaries, Messrs. Mls and 
Smith have returned since the meeting; 
and a more comhlete account of their m- 
teresting mission will probably ere long 
be communicated to the public. 


Vexz. XI. *3¢ 
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scattered abroad; and in dispersing the 
precious seed of his word through extea- 
sive regions, for the benefit not only of the 
present generation, but of generations to 
come, ai id fur a future harvest, as we may 
hambly trust, to ihe glory of his unspeak- 
able grace. ‘We have reason for thaukfal- 
ess that we are allowed a share in that 
great movement of the Christian world, 
which so reimarkably distinguishes the 
present age; a movement, as with one 
common and taighty impuise, to impart 
the word of life uuto all the nations and 
famiies of men upon the earth. “This is 
the Lord’s doing, and it is ma:vellous in 
our eves.” And while we devoutly hail 
it asa sure and animating prelude to the 
long prayed-for day, when all people 
shall see the salvation of God, and the 
worid suall be filled with hs glory; we 
shoutd be quickened to fresh zeal, and 
increased activity in co-operating with the 
many thousacds of our brethren in this 
country and in other lands, for the ad- 
vanee nent ofthis reat and biessed work, 
The harvest truly is great, and the labor- 
ers as yet compar atively few. But the 
Lord of the harvest has heard the pray- 
evs of his servants; and already ihe show. 
ers Of hic grace are Cescend.ng around us, 
aud particularly on our pt iblic seminaries 
of icarning; and giving the pleasing hope 
that he will soou send forth many laborers, 
sich ashe will assurediv owu aud bless. 
To him be everlasting praises rendered; 


and to his service for the advancement of 


his cause, be all our hearts, and all our 
powers, and all our means, unceasingly 
devoted. 


A NARRATIVE OF THE TATE OF RELIGION- 
WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE GENER- 
AL ASSEMBLY OF THR PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, AND OF THE GENERAL ASSOU- 
CIATIONS OF CONNEGTICUT, OF NEW 
HAMPSHIRE, OF MASSACHUSETTS PROP- 
ER, AND OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION 
OF VERMONT, MAY L815, 


( Concluded from p. 259.) 


Txt Assembly would do injustice to the 
gilject, were they not to advert more 
particularly for the instruction aud coun- 
selling of their churches, to certain facts 
aid circumstances which they consider 
both as instruments and evidenees of a 
progressive work of grace, extending it- 
self through the past year. 

The social principle is mighty in its 
operations. It constitutes a powerful law 
of our nature. When sanctified by reli- 
gion, and consecraied to the immediate 
service of God, what results of high im- 
port and holy advantage, muy net be ex- 
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so is thy praise untothe ends of the earth; 
thy right hand is full of righteousness. 
Let Mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters 
of Judah be glad, because of thy judy- 
ments. Wa'k about Zion, aud go round 
about her: ted the towers thereof. Mavk 
ye well her bulwarks, consider her 
pal..ces; that ye may tell it to the gener- 
ation following. For this God is our (.od 
fovever and ever; he will be our guide 
even unto death.” 

Published by order of the General As- 
sembly. 

Attest, 
Jacos J. Janeway, Staled Clerk. 

Philadelphia, May, 1815. 


EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TAK PRESBY- 
TERLAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERIUA, MAY, 1815. 


Warereas the King and head of the 
church, has, during the last year, poured 
out his Spirit, in a remarkable and glorious 
manner, on many of the churehes within 
our bounds, and has manifestly sueceed- 
ed the efforts of Christians in years past, 
in their endeavors to diffuse the light of 
revealed truth among the heathen, and 
has hereby.encouraged and urged the 
pious to united and importunate wrest- 
ling at the theone of grace: —And where- 
as many Christians in Asia, Africa and 
Europe, have agrced (o set apart the first 
Monday evemng of every month, that 
they may meet together, and say with 
one heart to the praver hearing God, 
“Thy kingdom come; Come, Lord Jesus, 
and fill the world with thy glory,” ‘There- 
fore, 

Resolved, That this General Assembly, 
do approve of concerts of prayer, for the 
advancement of the Redecemer’s kingdom, 
aud do recommend to the friends of Zion 
in their connexion as far as may be con- 
venient, to spend the first Mouday in 
every month in special praver to Goi, 
for the coming and glorious reign of Chvist 
on earth. 


A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN 
KNOWLEDGE, 


Tuts Society was formed on the first 
day of Sept 1803; and, on application to 
the Legisiature, was incorporated Feb. 20, 
1807. The number of members, at the 
tine of its organization, was twelve; and 
it has been gradually inerezsed to fifty.— 
The principles and objecis of the institu- 
tion are thus briefly stated in the pream- 
ble ef the constitution: “We do hereby, 
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in the fear of God and love of man, sol. 
emaly associate ourselves for the beney. 
olent purpose of promoting eva) gelical 
truth und piety; in the first place, by a 
charitable distribution of some of the best 
relizwus books und tracts among poor 
and pious Christians, to whom such wri. 
tings may be peculiarly grateiul, and also 
among the inhabitaits of new towns and 
plantations, or other places, where the 
means of religious knowledge aad instrue- 
tion are but sparingly enjoyed; and im pro- 
cess of time, if ability pertali, and ¢:reun- 
stauces appear to require it, by support. 
ing charity schools, or pious missiona- 
ries, in the places just described, for 
the express purpose of establishing .the 
young and ignoraut in the truth of the 
gospel, and in the great ductrines and du- 
ties of our Aoly religion. 

Agrecabiy io the constitution, the Soci- 
ety commenced its charitable labors by 
distributing Books aud Tracts. The first 
general distribution, consisting of 6,253 
t acts, was made in 1804;—the secoud, 
consisting of 6,232 tracts and 2,709 bound 
volumes, in 1806;—the third, consist. 
ing of 5,126 tracts and 1,544 bound vol- 
umes, in 1809;—and the fourth, consist- 
ing of 1,874 tracts and 1,307 bound vol- 
umes, in 1813. In these distributions 
books and tracts of the Society were cir- 
culated through this Commonwealth, and 
in portions of RKhode-Island, Virginia, 
South Carolina, and Georgia. 

In addition to these general distribu- 
tions, many volumes and tracts, the prop- 
erty of the Society, have beea distributed 
by the Direetors and individual members, 
jn varivus and distant places, as the exi- 
gences of their inhabitants seemed to re- 
quire. Since, however, the Society has 
emploved missionaries, it has been _ oe 
singularly alvantageous to make them the 
medium of distvibuting many thousands 
of Bibles, Testaments, and other books 
and pamphlets, in new and destitute 
regious. They have likewise established, 
with the books committed to them for 
the purpose, several small church-libra- 
ries. 


Schedule of Books printed, purchased, 
Cc. for distribuiion. 


TRACTS. 

Village Sermons, copies 5,971 
Lathrop’s challenge to Infidels, 900 
Doddridge’s Address on Family 

Religion, 1,000 
Friendly Visit toa House of Mourn- 

ing, 500 
Present to your Neighbor, 2,500 
Wilson’s Sermon on Fraud, 3,000 
Panoplist in numbers, 3,204 


Nature and design of Christianity, 1,000 
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Badger’s Sermon on Intemperance, 2,000 
Sermons, preached before the So- ‘ 


ciety, 2,000 
Clark’s Answer to the question, 
Why are you a Christitta? 509 


Mrs. tiead’s Evidences for Heaven, 50 
Lathrop’s warning tothe Churches, 275 





Tracts of various kinds, 7,000 
‘Tracts, $0,350 

‘ BOUND VOLUMES. 
Leslie on Deism, 1,500 
Seaman’s Preacher, 1,500 


Vineent’s Exposition of the Cate- 
chism, 150 

Heury on Meckness, 1,000 

Doddridge’s Sermons on Education, 1,252 


Jay’s Sermons, 100 
Scott’s Essays, 1,200 
Bibles, 362 
Testaments, 100 
Doddvidge’s Family Expositor, 10 
Scott’s Foree or Truth, 300 
Baxter’s Call to the Uneonverted, 250 
Buck on Christian Experience, 500 


8,224 


The expences, incurred by the Society 
for the paper, printing, and binding of the 
preceding Volumes and ‘Tracts, &e-. 
amount to $3,659 99. 

That these books and tracts have been 
generally well received, and productive 
of much good, the Society have satisfae- 
tory evidence, from letters of ministers 
and other gentlemen in various parts of 
the country, and where they have 
been distributed, or deposited in church- 
libraries. ‘The limits preseribed to this 
article however, forbid the insertion of 
these letters. Vhe following short extract 
from one is given, as a specimen of num- 
bers, making the same acknowledgments; 

“Sir,—I return my si:cere thanks lor 
the treatises, I had the happiness to re- 
eeive and distribute, through the liberali- 
ty of your Society. They were received 
with much engagedness and read with 
avidity. the religious attention of many 
in this town gave them a pleasing recep- 
tion. The hearts of numbers, glowing 
with pious joy, were alive in expressions 
of gratitude to God; and to those, who 
are thus engaged in his cause. Their 
minds were not more affected with the 
piety and Christian fervor of the books, 
than with the pious and benevolent de- 
sign of the Donors. In particular, they 
were animated with the idea, that the lear- 
ned and respectable were engaged in the 
eause of true religion; combining their 
efforts, to promote evangelical truth and 
piety among poor people, and extending 
the arm of instructing charity te thousands, 
ready to perish for lack of knowledge.” 


Volumes, 
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MISSIONARIES. 

Tillthe year 1811, the Society confiecd 
itself to the object, first named in the 
COuscitution, the distribution of Books. 
But in the summer of ths year it was 
deemed expedient to attempt tiie mission- 
ary object. From that time to ihe pres- 
ent the Society have employed, in their 
several missionary fields, from thiree to 
eight Missionaries each year, some of 
whom have beeu kept almost coustautly 
on the ground. 

The following persons have been (and 
some of them are sull) in the service of 
the Society; (viz.) 

Rev. James vohnson, Rev. Seth Pay- 
son, D. D. Rev. Ed:iund Eastman, Rev. 
Asa Lyman, Rev. Daniel Waldo, Mr. 
Oliver Hayward, Rev Elisha Fisk, Mr. 
now Rev. @hester Colton, Mr. now Rev. 
Ephraim Abbot, Mr. Isaac Jones, Rev. 
Thomas Holt, Rev. Pearson Thurston, 
Rev. John ‘Turner, Mr. Federal Burt, 
Rev. Vimothy iiiliiard, Rev. Timothy 
Flint, Mr. now Rev. Edward Warven. 

The fields of missionary labor, chosen 
by the Society, are the county of Oxiord, 
the settlements on St. John’s river, and 
the regions contiguous to Saco river, in 
the Distviet of Maine; Essex county, in 
the State of New-York; the State of 
Rhode Island; aud the counties of Rock- 
ingham and Strafford, in New Hampshire. 


DISTRICT OF MAINE. 

The Missionaries of the Society in this 
portion of our country have been gener- 
ally well received; and from several places 
particular acknowledgments have been 
made to the Society, tor their labors, and 
the books which they have distributed. 
Noextensive permaenteffects, however, 
have been, to the knowledge of the Socie- 
ty, yet produced by these missions. That 
individuals have been benefitted by them 
there is reason to believe; tiat the good 
things, which in some places were ready 
to perish; have been strengthened by 
them, there can be nodoubt; and that, if 
continued, they will ultimately be the 
means of establishing religious order in 
many towns and plantations, which are 
now destitute of a stated ministry, there 
is good reason to-hope. The calls for as- 
sistance in these destitute regions are 
extensively numerous and urgent; and the 
encouragemeuts to exertion by the friends 
of Zion, are many ani powerful. 


STATE OF NEW YORK. 

In corsequence of information received 
from Potsdam in the county of Essex, in 
New York, Nov. 1811, the Seeretary was 
instructed to inform Mr. James Johnson, 
that the Society would grant him one 
hundred dollars for twe mouths missien- 
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ary service, to be performed in the vicin- 
ity ¢* Potsdam (provided he should be set- 
tled in the ministry in that town) in each 
of the three suceceding years.—Encoura- 
ged by this assuranee, Mr. Johnson was 
ordained and settled in the ministry, in this 
destitute region. ‘The Directors have 
seen fit tv continue the grant, and annu- 
ally to renew the appointment, to the 
present time. From this mission es- 
sential benefits to the eause of religion 
have arisen. Potsdam, unable at the 
time to afford adequate support to a min- 
ister, has, by this indirect assistance enjoy- 
ed the blessings of a faithful pastor, and 
the regular preaching of the word of life, 
ten months in each year. During the 
other two months, the towns of Louisville, 
Hopkinton. Stockholm, Massena, Par- 
ishviile, Canton, Russel, and Deal, have 
been favored with occasional missionary 
Jabors. The effect has been to excite, 
in these new and increasing settlements, 
a general desire to obtain a stated minis- 
try. Stockholm, where two years ago 
there was a very extensive revival, and 
Hopkinton, have each of them recently 
obtained a minister. A special attention 
in the town of Canto, at present, encour- 
ages the hope, that the church and people 
in that place will soon seek and obtain 
the saine blessing. Indeed the whole re- 
gion seems to have been essentially im- 
proved by the blessings of God on the la- 
bors and influence of this  self-denied 
minister, and faithful Missionary of the 
eross, 
* - RHODE ISLAND. 

In the summer of 1812, two Missiona- 
ries, the Rev. Daniel Waklo, and Mr. 
Ephraim Abbot, were sent into that 
State From that period the Society have 
generally supported one, and sometinres 
two, Missionaries in that large and ne- 
cessitous field. The effects of this mis- 
sion have likewise been pleasing; and, 
while they encourage the Society to per- 
severe in their exertions in this destitute 
region, they loudly call upon the religious 
public to lend a “helping hand” to this 
benevolent work. The way is evidently 

reparing for the settlement of Ministers 
m several towns, which have never en- 
joyed that important blessing. If the So- 
eiety should be enabled to locate a few 
Missionaries of proper qualifications (as 
it is hoped the generosity of the pious 
will soon enable them to do) there is 
good reason to expect, that they would, 
in a Short time, gather respectable church- 
es, and obtain a permanent standing 
and regular support. ‘These churches 
with their pastors would be, like strong 
forts in av enemies country; and might we 
mot hope that they would, at no very dis- 
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tant period, assisted by the soldiers of the 
cross, occasionally sent to their aid, re- 
duce the whole region into regular and 
and permanent subj-ciion to “the Prince 
of peace”? One ot the Socwty’s Mission- 
aries, now on the ground, writes thus on 
the subjeci; “1 have experienced a more 
uniform hospitality, than in any preeed- 
ing tour—the urbanity of old and young 
hasastonishingly increased within twoyears 
—the morais of the peopie are greatly 
retormed—the pieiy of many appears 
more hearty, rational, and seriptural— 
the prejudices against congregationalists 
are rapidly subsiding; and there is an in- 
creasing sense of the value of early in- 
structing children in science, morals, and 
religion.” He adds; “Che prospect, that 
missionary labors w.li do good in this re- 
gion, has never been so great, us at the 
present time, since my acquamtance with 
this State. Ifthe right instruments could 
be employed, who would seripturally ex- 
lubit grace and obedience—the doctrines 
and duties of religion, probably this re- 
gion would soon bud and blossom, as the 
rose.” 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

In Feb. 1813, the Directors, in com- 
pliance with a previous vote of the Soci- 
ety, instituted a Mission to the destitute 
towns in the counties of Rockingham 
and Strafford in this State. ‘To this they 
had been urged by repeated solicitations 
of Ministers and other Christians, in that 
region. But they did not aet on this sub- 
ject, till they had taken measures to ob- 
tain particular and accurate information, 
by requesting their President to perform 
a mission of inquiry. His statement 
exhibited such a view of the languishing 
state of many churches in that region, 
and opened a prospect of so much usetul- 
ness, that they eould no longer withhold 
their exertions. 

From the commencement of this Mis- 
sion, the Directors have endeavored to 
keep Missionaries constantly on the 
ground; and they have generally had from 
two to six, laboring in this missionary 
field. Nor have they labored in vain. 
Not only the journals and letters of the 
Missionaries, but letters from Ministers 
in that region, from private gentlemen, 
and parish-committees, atford satisfactory 
evidence, that the Mission has already 
produced happy effeets, and is still exert- 
ing a salutary influence. ‘The Mission- 
aries, without exception, have been fa- 
vorably received. The friends of truth 
and righteousness, have been strengthen- 
ed, and led to co-operate with the Society. 
Infidelity, seetzvian influence, and prej- 
udices against religious order, are evident- 


ly on the decliae. Two of the Missien- 
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aries Of the Society have been settled in 
sowns, Which had been long destitute; and 
which, 1 they had bee» left to themselves, 
would probably have sull co .tinued with- 
out the stated means of grace. Another 
bas been taken from the employment of 
the Society, and engaged to preach in ove 
place fora year. And, in almost every 
place, where the Missionaries have labor- 
ed, the hearts of those, who love the word 
and ordinances of the Lord, have been 
annnated, and the number of those, who 
wish to enjoy a stated ministry, have been 
increased, by theirinfluenee. Should tie 
Society persevere in their exertions; and 
should they be as successful, as they have 
hiiherto been, in procuring able, learned, 
and pions Missionaries, there is reason to 
hope, tat, with the blessing of Heaven, 
the languishing churches in this region 

will revive, and at no very distant period 
pea and obtain faithful pastors. 

In vies of the whole missionary ground, 
eceupied by the Society; of the benefits 
which have already resulted from their 
labors, and the prospect of more complete 
success by perseverance, should not every 
member of the Society cheerfully contrib- 
ute a portion of his time and worldly sub- 
siauce; and may he not, with confidence, 
ask for the prayers of the pious and the 
charity of the bevevolent, in support of 
fis glorious and prosperous cause? 


FCNDS OF THE SOCIETY. 


An abstract of the Treasurer's account, 
for the missionary yeur, beginning 
“Muy, 1814, and ending May, 1815. 


Original Fund, Cr. 
May 20, 1814. By amount of securities 
per last account, $2,955 58 
24. By cash of Artemas 
Woodward, Esq. on admission, 10 00 
By eash of Eleazer Brooks, 


Esq. on adinission, 10 00 
June 4. By eash of Rev. Ben- 
jamin Tesnan. on admission, 5 00 


1815. By paymeit of a note, 550 OV 
Mav 2 “By cash of Mr. John 





Foster, on admission, 5 00 
20 By payment of a note, $03 58 
By Distributing Fund, 1-6 of 

@18 66) interest, 19 78 

$5,856 54 


Supra, Dr. 
By sundry notes and mort- 
gages, . 
May, 1815. The above fund 
BOW consists in sundry notes 
aud morigages, ameunting to, eet” e 


G5,856 54 


Vy 


$3,008 16 


Annual Fund, Cr. 
May, 1814. By William Lam- 





pert, Esq. one year, $10 06 
By Mr. Henry Holmes, three 
year's, 15 00 
June 9. By Edward A. Hol- 
yoke, Esq. one year, 10 00 
Jan. 31, 1815. By Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Rodgers, One year, 10 06 
$45 06 


Supra, Dr. 
May, 1815. To amount trans- 
ferred to Distributing Fund, $15 00 


Distributing Fund, Cr. 
May 24, 1815. Balance of last 


account, $476 St 
May, 1815. By annual pay- 

ments from members, 182 00 

Donations. 

May 24, 1814. From Samuel 

H. Walley, Esq 20 06 
From an anonymous Friend, 

by Rev. Mr. Wright, 5 00 


From J siah Salisbury, Esq. 
far support of Missionaries in 


New Hampshire, 100 06 
From atemale friend to mis- 

sions, by Rev. Mr. Eatoa, @ 50 
From a friend, by the Rev. 

Mr. Eaton, 50 
From a friend, by the Rev. 

Mr. Eaton, 1 00 
From Mrs. Hannah Bullard, 

by the Rev. Mr. Noyes, 1 00 


From Haverhill Missionary 

Society, for support of missiona- 

aries in New Hampshire, 74 00 
From a Female Cent Society in 

Groton, by the Rev. Mr. Chaplin, 50 06 
Aug. 2. From the Female 

Mission nary Society in Newbury- 

port, by Mrs. Ingalls, to the 

Rev. Dr. Morse, 20 00 
Sept. 8. From an anonymous 

friend, by the Rev. Mr. Gree- 

nough, 2 00 
Noy. 1. From a Charitable 

Female Society in Harvard, by 

Miss Ejilen Stetson, their clerk, 

to Rev. Dr. Pearson, 15 00 
Jan. Si, 1815. From the Pis- 

entaqua Missionary Society, to 

be expended in the counties of 

Strafford and Rockingham, by 


the Rev. Dr. Pearsox, 150 00 
From a female fricnd in Ando- 
ver, to the Society, 6 92 


April 29. From the Piscata- 

qua Missionary Society, by 

Messrs. Holmes and Homer, 50 0® 
May 2. From the Cougrega- 


Carved forward $1,155 9% 
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so is thy praise untothe ends of the earth; 
thy rig ht hand is full of ri: hieousness. 
Let Mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters 
of Judah be glad, because of thy judy - 
ments. Wa'k about Zion, and go round 
about her: ted the towers thereot. Mavk 
ye well her bulwarks, consider her 
pal. ces; that ye may tell it to the gener- 
ation following. For this God is our (od 
fovever and ever; he will be our guide 
even unto death.” 

Published by order of the General As- 
sembly. 

Attest, 
Jacos J. Jaxeway, Stafed Clerk. 

Philadelphia, May, 1815. 


EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TAKE PRESBY- 
TERLAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERIUA, MAY, 1815. 


Wuereas the King and head of the 
church, has, during the last year, poured 
out his Spirit, in a remarkable and glorious 
manner, ou many of the charehes within 
our bounds, and has manife ‘stly succeed- 
ed the efforts of Christians in years past, 
in their endeavors to diffuse the light of 
revealed truth among the heathen, and 
has hereby. encouraged and urged the 
pious to united and importunate wrest- 
ling at the theone of grace:—And where- 
as many Christians in Asia, Africa and 
Europe, have agrced (o set apart the first 
Monday evemng of every month, that 
they may meet together, and say with 
one heart to the praver hearing God, 
“Thy kingdom come; Come, Lord Jesus, 
and fill the world with thy glory,” ‘There- 
fore, 

Resolved, That this General Assembly, 
do approve ‘of concerts of prayer, for the 
advancement of the Redcemer’s kwgdom, 
and do recommeud to the friends of Zion 
in their connexion as far as may be con- 
wenient, to spend the first Monday in 
every month in special prayer to God, 
for the coming and glorious reign of Christ 
en earth. 


A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN 
KNO W LEDGE, 


Tuts Society was formed on the first 
day of Sept. 1805; and, on application to 
the Legislature, was incorporated Feb. 20, 
1807. The number of members, at the 
time of its organization, was tw elve; and 
it has been gradually inerexsed to fifty.— 
The principles and objects of the institu- 
tion are thus briefly stated in the pream- 
ble ef the constitution: “We do hereby, 


Society for prometinge Christian Knowledge. 


Sept, 


in the fear of God and love of man, so}. 
emaly associate ourselves for the beney. 
olent purpose of promoting eva) gelical 
truth and piety; im the first place, by a 
charitable distribution of some of the best 
reli ywus books und tracts among poor 
and pious Christians, to whom such wri. 
tings may be peculiarly gratesul, and also 
amoug the inhabitants of new towns and 
plantations, or other places, where the 
means of religious knowledge aad instruc 
tion are but sparingly enjoy: ed; and im pro- 
cess of time, if ability pertail, and ©. reum- 
Staiices appear to require it, by support. 
ing charity schools, or pious missiona- 
ries, in the places just described, for 
the express purpose of establishing. the 


young and ignoraut in the truth of the 


gospel, and in the great ductrines and du- 
ties of our Aoly religion. 

Agrecably vo the constitution, the Soci- 
ety commenced its charitable labors by 
distributing Books aud ‘Trnets. The first 
general distribution, consisting of 6,253 
t acts, was made in 1804;—the secoud, 
consistiig of 6,232 tracts and 2,709 bound 
volumes, in 1806; ;—the third, consist. 
ing of 5,126 tracts and 1,544 bound vol- 
umes, in 1809; —and the ‘fourth, consist- 
ing of 1,874 tracts and 1,307 bound vol- 
umes, in i815. In these distributions 
books and tracts of the Society were cir- 
culated through this Commonwealth, and 
in portions of Rhode-Island, Virginia, 
South Carolina, and Georgia. 

In addition to these general distribu. 
tions, many volumes and tracts, the prop- 
erty of the Society, have been distributed 
by the Directors and individual members, 
iu varius and distant places, as the exi- 
gences of thetr inhabitants seemed to re- 
quire. Since, however, the Society has 
employed missionaries, it has been found 
singularly alvantageous to make them the 
medium of distributing many thousands 
of Bibles, T estaments, and other books 
and pamphlets, in new and destitute 
regions. They have likewise established, 


with the books committed to them for 
the purpose, several small church-libra- 
ries, 





Schedule of Books printed, purchased, 
Gc. for distribuiion. 


TRACTS. 

Village Sermons, copies 5,971 
Lathrop’s challenge to Infidels, 900 
Doddridge’s Address on Family 

Religion, 1,000 
Friendiv Visit toa House of Mourn- 

Ing, 500 
Present to your Neighbor, 2,500 
Wilson’s Sermon on Fraud, 3,000 


Panoplist in numbers, 3,204 
Nature and design of Christianity, 1,008 
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Padger’s Sermon on Intemperance, 2,000 
Sermons, preached before the So- ' 


ciety, 2,000 
Clark’s Answer to the question, 
Why are you a Christitta? 509 


Mrs. tiead’s Evidences for Heaven, 5u0 
Lathrop’s warning to the Churches, 275 





Tracts of various kinds, 7,000 
"Tracts, $0,35U0 

. BOUND VOLUMES. 
Leslie on Deism, 1,500 
Seaman’s Preacher, 1,500 


Vineeot’s Exposition of the Cate- 
chism, 150 

Heury on Meekness, 1,000 

Doddridge’s Sermons on Education, 1,252 


Jay’s Sermons, 100 
Scott’s Essays, 1,200 
Bibles, 362 
Testaments, 100 
Doddvidge’s Family Expositor, 10 
Scott’s Foree of Truth, 300 
Baxter’s Call to the Uneonverted, 250 
Buck on Christian Experience, 500 

Volumes, 8,224 


The expences, incurred by the Society 
for the paper, printing, and binding of the 
preceding Volumes and ‘Tracts, &e-. 
amount to $3,659 99. 

That these books and tracts have been 
generally well received, and productive 
otf much good, the Society have satisfae- 
tory evidence, from letters of ministers 
and other gentlemen in various parts of 
the country, and where they have 
been distributed, or deposited in church- 
libraries. ‘The limits preseribed to this 
article however, forbid the insertion of 
these letters. The following short extract 
from One is given, as a specimen of num- 
bers, making the same acinowledgments; 

“Sir,—I return my sicere thanks lor 
the treatises, I had the happiness to re- 
ceive and distribute, through the liberali- 
ty of your Society. They were received 
with mach engagedness and read with 
avidity. Lhe religious attention of mauy 
in this town gave them a pleasing recep- 
tion. The hearts of numbers, glowing 
with pious joy, were alive in expressions 
of gratitude to God; and to those, who 
are thus engaged in his cause. Their 
minds were .ot more affected with the 
piety and Christian fervor of the books, 
than with the pious and benevolent de- 
sign of the Donors. In particular, they 
were animated with the idea, that the lear- 
ned aud respectable were engaged in the 
eause of true religion; combining their 
efforts, to promote evangelical truth and 
piety among poor people, and extending 
the arm of instructing charity to thousands, 
ready to perish for lack of knowledge.” 
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MISSIONARIES. 

Till the year 1811, the Society eonfiecd 
itself to the object, first named in the 
cOngitution, the distribution of Books. 
But in the summer of ths year it was 
deemed expedient to attempt tie mission- 
ary object. From that time to ihe pres- 
ent the Society have employed, in their 
several missionary fields, from thiree to 
eight Missionaries each year, some of 
whom have beeu kept almost constautly 
on the ground. 

The following persons have been (and 
some of them are sull) in the service of 
the Society; (viz.) 

Rev. James vohnson, Rev. Seth Pay- 
son, D. D. Rev. Edmund Eastman, Rev. 
Asa Lyman, Rev. Daniel Waldo, Mr. 
Oliver Hayward, Rev Elisha Fisk, Mr. 
now Rev. @hester Colton, Mr. now Rev, 
Ephraim Abbot, Mr. Isaac Jones, Rev. 
Thomas Holt, Rev. Pearson Thurston, 
Rev. John ‘Turner, Mr. Federal Burt, 
Rev. Vimothy iiiliiard, Rev. ‘Timothy 
Flint, Mr. now Rev. Edward Warren. 

The fields of missionary labor, chosen 
by the Society, are the county of Oxiord, 
the settlements on St. John’s river, and 
the regions contiguous to Saco river, in 
the Distviet of Maine; Essex county, in 
the State of New-York; the State of 
Rhode Island; and the counties of Rock- 
ingham and Strafford, in New Hampshire. 


DISTRICT OF MAINE. 

The Missionaries of the Society in this 
portion of our country have been gener- 
ally well received; and from several places 
particular acknowledgments have been 
made to the Society, tor their labors, and 
the books which they have distributed. 
Noextensive permanenteffects, however, 
have been, to the knowledge of the Sccie- 
ty, yet produced by these missions. That 
individuals have been benefitted by them 
there is reason to believe; tat the good 
things, which in some places were ready 
to perish; have been strengthened by 
them, there can be nodoubt; and that, if 
continued, they will ultimately be the 
means of establishing religious order in 
many towns and plantations, which are 
now destitute of a stated ministry, thcre 
is good reason to-hope. The calls for as- 
sistance in these destitute regions are 
extensively numerous and urgent; and the 
encouragemeuts to exertion by the friends 
of Zion, are many ani powerful. 


STATE OF NEW YORK. 

In consequence of information received 
from Potsdam in the county of Essex, in 
New York, Nov. 1811, the Seeretary was 
instructed to inform Mr. James Johnson, 
that the Society would grant him one 
hundred dollars for twe mouths missien~ 
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ary service, to be performed in the vicin- 
ity ¢* Potsdam (provided he should be set- 
tled in the ministry in that town) in each 
of the three suceceding years.—Enecoura- 
ged by this assuranee, Mr. Johnson was 
ordained and settled in the ministry, in this 
destitute region. ‘The Directors have 
seen fit to continue the grant, and annu- 
aliy to renew the appointment, to the 
present time. From this mission es- 
sential benefits to the eause of religion 
have arisen. Potsdam, unable at the 
time to afford adequate support to a min- 
ister, has, by this indirect assistance enjoy- 
ed the blessings of a faithful pastor, and 
the regular preaching of the word of life, 
ten months in each year. During the 
other two months, the towns of Louisville, 
Hopkinton. Stockholm, Massena, Par- 
ishviile, Canton, Russel, and Deal, have 
been favored with occasional missionary 
labors. The effeet has been to excite, 
in these new and inereasing settlements, 
a general desire to obtain a stated minis- 
try. Stockholm, where two years age 
there was a very extensive revival, and 
Hopkinton, have each of them recently 
obtained a minister. A special attention 
in the town of Canto, at present, encour- 
ages the hope, that the church and people 
in that place will soon seek and obtain 
the same blessing. Indeed the whole re- 
gion seems to have been essentially im- 
proved by the blessings of God on the la- 
bors and influence of this self-denied 
minister, and faithful Missionary of the 
eross, 
* - RHODE ISLAND. 

In the summer of 1812, two Missiona- 
ries, the Rev. Daniel Waklo, and Mr. 
Ephraim Abbot, were sent into that 
State From that period the Society have 
generally supported one, and sometinres 
two, Missionaries in that large and ne- 
eessitous field. The effects of this mis 
sion have likewise been pleasing; and, 
while they encourage the Society to per- 
severe in their exertions in this destitute 
region, they loudly call upon the religious 
public to lend a “helping hand” to this 
benevolent work. The way is evilently 

reparing for the settlement of Ministers 
m several towns, which have never en- 
joyed that important blessing. If the So- 
eiety should be enabled to Incate a few 
Missionaries of proper qualifications (as 
it is hoped the generosity of the pious 
will soon enable them to do) there is 

reason to expect, that they would, 
in a short time, gather respectable church- 
es, and obtain a permanent standing 
and regular support. ‘These churches 
with their pastors would be, like strong 
forts in av enemies country; and might we 
mot hope that they would, at no very dis- 





tant period, assisted by the soldiers of the 
cross, occasionally sent to their aid, re- 
duce the whole region into regular and 
and permanent subj-cuion to “the Prince 
of peace’ Que or the Socwty’s Mission- 
aries, now on the ground, writes thus on 
the subjeci; “1 have experienced a more 
uniform hospitality, than in any preeed- 
ing tour—the urbanity of old and young 
hasastonishingly increased within twoyears 
—the morais of the peopie are greatly 
retormed—ihe pieiy of imany appears 
more hearty, rational, and seriptural— 
the prejudices against congregationalists 
are rapidly subsiding; and there is an in- 
creasing sense of the value of early in- 
structing children in science, morals, and 
religion.” He adds; * Uhe prospect, that 
missionary labors w.li do good in this re- 
gion, has never been so great, us ut the 
present time, since my acquaintance with 
this State. Ifthe right instruments could 
be employed, who would seripturally ex- 
lubit grace and obedience—the doctrines 
and duties of religion, probably this re- 
gion would soon bud and blossom, as the 
rose.” 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

In Feb. 1813, the Directors, in com- 
pliance with a previous vote of the Soci- 
ety, instituted a Mission to the destitute 
towns in the counties of Rockingham 
and Strafford in this State. ‘To this they 
had been urged by repeated solicitations 
of Ministers and other Christians, in that 
region. But they did not aet on this sub- 
ject, till they had taken measures to ob- 
tain particular and aceurate information, 
by requesting their President to perform 
a mission of inquiry. His statement 
exhibited such a view of the languishing 
state of many churches in that region, 
and opened a prospect of so much usetul- 
ness, that they eould no longer withhold 
their exertions. 

From the commencement of this Mis- 
sion, the Directors have endeavored to 
keep Missionaries constantly on the 
ground; aud they have generally had from 
two to six, laboring in this missionary 
field. Nor have they labored in vain. 
Not only the journals and letters of the 
Missionaries, but letters from Ministers 
in that region, from private gentlemen, 
and parish-committees, afford satisfactory 
evidence, that the Mission has already 
produced happy effeets, and is stl exert- 
ing a salutary influence. ‘The Mission- 
aries, without exception, have been fa- 
vorably received. The friends of truth 
an¢ righteousness, have been strengthen- 
ed, and led to co-operate with the Society. 
Infidelity, seetz:ian influence, and prej- 
udices against religious order, are evident 


ly on the deeliae. Two of the Missien- 
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aries Of the Society have been settled in 
towns, Which had been long destitute; and 
which, 1 they had been left to themselves, 
would probably have sull co -tinued with- 
out the stated means of grace. Another 
bas been taken from the employment of 
the Society, and engage to preach in oue 
place fora year. And, in almost every 
place, where the Missionaries have labor- 
ed, the hearts of those, who love the word 
and ordinances of the Lord, have been 
asinated, and the number of those, who 
wish to enjoy a stated ministry, have been 
increased, by their influence. ‘Should tie 
Society persevere in their exertions; and 
should they be as successful, as they have 
hiiherto been, in procuring able, learned, 
and pious Missionaries, there is reason to 
hope, that, with the blessing of Heaven, 
the languishing churches in this region 
will revive, aud at no very distant period 
seck and obtain faithful pastors. 

In ves of the whole missionary ground, 
eceupied by the Society; of the b-nefits 
which have already resulted from their 
labors, and the prospect of more complete 
success by perseverance, should not every 
member of the Society cheerfully ——— 
ute a portion of his time and worldly cub- 
siauce; and may he not, with sae Hava 
ask for the prayers of the pious and the 
charity of the ie vevolent, in support of 
duis glorious and prosperous cause? 


FCNDS OF THE SOCIETY. 


An abstract of the Treasurer's account, 
for the missionary yeur, beginning 
Muy, 1814, and ending May, 1815. 


Original Fund, Cr. 
May 20, 1814. By amount of securities 
per last account, $2,955 58 
24. By cash of Artemas 
VW oodward, Esq. on admission, 10 00 
By cash of Eleazer Brooks, 


Esq. ov adinission, i0 00 
June 4. By cash of Re v. Ben- 
jamin Tappan, on xdmi: Bi 5 00 


1815. By payment of a : mete, 550 OV 
Mav 2 “By cash of Mr. John 


Foster, on admission, 5 00 
20 By payment of a note, 303 58 
By Distributing Fund, 1-6 of 

@18 66) interest, 19 78 

$5,856 54 


Supra, Dr. 
By sundry notes and mort- 
ges, . 
May, 1815. The above fund 
ROW consists in sundry notes 


aud morigages, ameunting to, $5,000 16 
3 00 


—_——_—_-- —_-- 


$5,008 16 


G5,856 54 


My 


Annual Fund, Cr. 
May, 1814. By William Lam- 





pert, Esq. one year, $10 co 
By Mr. Henry Holmes, three 
year's, 15 00 
June 9. By Edward A. Hol- 
yoke, Esq. one year, 10 00 
Jan. 31, 1815. By Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Rodgers, One year, 10 06 
$45 06 


Supra, Dr. 
May, 1815. To amount trans- 
ferred to Distributing Fund, $45 00 


Distributing Fund, Cr. 
May 24, 1815. Balance of last 


account, $476 St 
May, 1815. By annual pay- 

ments from members, 182 00 

Donations. 

May 24, 1814. From Samuel 

H. Walley, Esq 20 086 
From an anonymous Friend, 

by Rev. Mr. Wright, 5 00 


From J siah Salisbury, Esq. 
far support of Missionaries in 


New Hampshire, 100 06 
From a female friend to mis- 

sions, by Rev. Mr. Eatoa, @ 50 
From a friend, by the Rey. 

Mr. Eaton, 50 
From a friend, by the Rev. 

Mr. Eaton, 1 00 
From Mrs. Hannah Bullard, 

by the Rev. Mr. Noyes, - 1 00 


From Haverhill Missionary 

Society, for support of missiona- 

aries in New Hampshire, 74 00 
From a Female Cent Society in 

Groton, by the Rev. Mr. Chaplin, 50 06 
Aug. 2. From the F« male 

Missior rary Socicty in Newbury. 

port, by Mrs. Ingalls, to the 

Kev. Dr. Mor se, 20 08 
Sept. 8. From an anonymous 

friend, by the Rev. Mr. Gree- 

nough, 2 0@ 
Noy. 1. From a Charitable 

Female Socicty in Harvard, by 

Miss Eilen Stetson, their clerk, 

to Rev. Dr. Pearson, 15 00 
Jan. Si, 1815. From the Pis- 

entaqua Missionary Society, to 

be expended in the counties of 

Straffurd and Rockingham, by 


the Rev. Dr. Pearso:, 150 00 
From a female friend in Ando- 
ver, to the Society, 6 92 


April 29. From the Piscata- 
qua Missionary Society, by 
Messrs. Holmes and Honer, 50 00 
May 2. From the Cougrega- 





Carved forward $1,155 98 
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Brought forward $1,155 23 
tional Society in Brentwood, by 
the Rev. Chester Colton, 

From a fe:nale friend deceased, 
by Rev. Dr. Pearson, 5 00 
May 5. From an anonymous 
friend, by William Hilliard, Msq. 6 O0 
Cent Contributions. 
May 24, 1814. From the fol- 
lowing persons, by the Rev. Dr. 
Morse, viz. 
Collected by Mrs. Beck, of 
Newburyport, 21 22 
Collected by Miss 8. 
Noyes, of Newbaryport, 
Collected by Mis S. 
Tappan, of Newbury- 
port, 6 26 
Collected by Miss 
Martha Edes, of Charles- 
town, 
Collected by Miss Deb- 
erah Tutts, of Charles- 


54 00 


19 0@ 


60 00- 


town, 22 24 
Collected by Miss 
Hannah Frothingham, 


fiom Ladies of a Cent 

Society in Charlestown, 7 21-126 87 
From a Cent Society in Fram- 

migham, by the rev. Mr. Kellogg, 40 96 
From a Cent Society iv the 

south parish in Ipswich, collect- 

ed by Miss Nancy Dana, tu Rev. 


Mr. Kimbill, 15 00 
From a Female Cent Society 

in the first parish in Ipswich, by 

Miss Harriet Farley, to Rev. 

Mr. Kimball, 24 42 


From a Female Cent Society 

in Medfield, by A. Woodward, 

Esq. $2 32 
By Miss H. Moore, in Rev. 

Mr. Huntington’s Society, Bos- 


ton, 25 00 
By Misses French, in do. 4 85 
By Miss Charlotte Lane, in do. 

€all by Mr. Huntington,) 25 00 


From Ladies in north parish 
tn Andover, by Rev. Mr. Eaton, 
From Ladies in north society 
in Boxford, by the Rev. Mr. 
Eaton, 9 77 
From Ladies in Leicester, by 


Rev. Mr. Nelson, 10 00 
Aug. 1.-From the Treasurer 
ef the Charitable Female Society 
in Greenland, New Hampshire, _ 10 35 
Feb. 2, 1815. By Mrs. Kezia 
Walton, from Ladies in Cam- 
bridge, 24 31 
By Mrs. Nancy Moore, from 
do. do. 7 20 
By Miss Rebeeca Damon, from 
Ladies in the first parish ia Ded- 
20 94 


kam, by Rev. Mr. Bates, 
< 





Carried forward $1,556 01 


Szpr, 


Brought forward $1,536 01 
By Miss Eliza Whiting, do. 
do. do. 4% 
Collections. 
May 25, 181i. Krom a Con- 
xregational Society in Paris, by 
Rev. Pearson Thurston, during 
h:s mission, & 68 
From inhabitants in Kingston, 
by Mr. Federai Burt, during his 


mission, 53 95 
Aug 29. From inheb'tants in 

Hawke, Sandown, Newtown, and 

Southampton, by Mr. Isaac 

Jones, do. 25 68 


Oct. 27. From several per- 

son , by Rev John Turner, do. 4 00 
Dee. 8 From Raymond, (N. 

H.) by Rev. Thomas Holt, 80 50 
‘rom individuals, by do. 1 50 
Jan. 28, 1815. By Mr. Isaac 

Jones, from sundry persons, 11 00 
For Bibles and Testa- 

ments, 15 72-26 72 
$1. By Rev Dr. Pearson, of 

Mrs. Sarah Holt of Hardwick, 

from Ladies, 8 08 
Feb. 2. From the Committee 

of the Religious Charitable Svei- 


ety in New Braintree, 20 00 
Amount collected after the an- 

nual Sermon beiore the Society, 

by Rev. Dr. Holmes, 38 48 
15. By Rev. James Johnson, 

in Stockholm and ‘/assena, 8 60 
April 26. By Rev. Thomas 

Holt, on his mission, 23 12 
May 2. By Mrs. Mary H. 

Abbot, from a Female Charita- 

ble Seciety im Greenland, 

(N. H.) 22 Ov 
By Mrs. Mary H. Abbot, frora 

ladies in Exeter, (N. H.) 16 82 


May 3. By Rev. Dr. Morse, 

part of the amount collected in 

his Society on the duy of the 

National Thanksgiving, S2 00 
By the Rev. John Codman, 

collection in his Societv, on do. 130 00 
By Rev. Joshua Bates, being 

part of a contribution in his Soci- 

ety, on do. 32 66 
By do. being a part of a con- 


tribution in Medfield, on do. 16 86 

By do. collected in first parish 
in Medway, on do. 19 47 
Interest of sundry Notes, 118 66 
Aunual Fund transferred, 45 00 
ee 


2,299 23 


Supra, Dr. 
May 26, 1814. To Cash paid 
Rev. P. Thurston, missionary, 
16 wecks, $150 00 


_——- 


Carried forward {150 VO 
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Brought forward $150 00 
ToCash paid Rev. Dr. Morse’s 
account, 24 25 
June 13. To cash paid Mr. O. 
Hayward’s balance, 3 months 


service, 75 00 
July 26. To cash paid Mr. 

Federal Burt, missionary, 45 00 
Aug. 1. To cash paid John B. 

Upton’s account, 14 10 
2. To cash paid Young & 

Miuns’ account, 8 00 
29. To cash paid Mr. Isaac 

Jones, missionary, balance, 50 00 
To cash paid Mr. Isaac Jones, 

in advance, 60 00 


Sept. 3. To cash paid Rev. 

Daniel Waldo, missionary, im ade 

vance, 60 00 
Oct. 8. To eash paid Samuel 

T. Armstrong, balance of ac- 

eount, 16 57 
27. To cash paid Rev. John 

Turner, missionary, 3 months, 120 00 
Nov. 15. To cash paid Rev. 

Timothy Flint, missionary, 2 


months, 80 00 
To cash paid Samuel Farrar, 
Esq. tor ‘Tracts, 98 V0 


Dec. 8. Vo cash paid Rev. 
Thomas Holt, missionary, 6 


months, 165 00 
do. do. im advance, 60 OU 
20. To cash paid Cummings 

& Hilliard’s account, 22 00 


Jan. 26, 1815. ‘To cash paid 
Mr. Issac Jones, missionary, 


balance, 60 00 
Feb. 2. To cash paid Samuel 
T. Armstrong’s aceount, 16 00 


6. To cash paid Rev. Timothy 
Hilliard, missionary, 3 months, 120 00 
9. To cash paid Rev. Danicl 


Waldo, missionary, 60 00 
15. To cash paid Rev. James 

Johnson, missionary, 50 00 
24. To cash paid Mr. Isaac 

Jones, missionary, in advance, 60 00 


28. To cash paid Rev. Tim- 

mhy Flint, missionary, in advance, 40 00 
April 12. To eash paid Ben- 

jamin Russell’s account, 3 75 
26. To cash paid Rev. Thomas 

Holt, balanee, 3 months service, 60 00 
do. do. in advance 60 00 
May 2. To eash paid Rev. 

Chester Colton, missionary, 3 


weeks, 30 00 
To Original Fund, 1-6 interest 

(S118 66) transferred, 19 78 
Balanee, Cash, 684 78 





$2,299 23 


N. B. It is proper to observe, that 
ipme of the Collections, both from cent 
Stbseriptions and other contributions, 


Veu. XI. *37 


made within the limits of one missionary 
year, unavoidably fall into the account 
the mext; this is the case with several 
sums, received this year, after the Treas- 
urer’s accounts were audited. 


+ 


THE BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MIS 
SIONS FOR THE UNITED STATES. 


Ovr readers will recollect that this body 
is chosen by the Baptist Trienajal Con- 
vention to conduct the executive part of 
the Missio.ary coucerns.* 

The present Board published in May 
last their First Annual Report; contain- 
ing their annual address, the substance of 
them proceedings for the previous year, 
and considerable information relative to 
the Bapust missions. We will give our 
realers a concise and systematic summa- 
ry of the Report. 

1. Vhe Proceedings of the Board. 

‘they have taken under their patronage 
the Rev. Luther Rice; and employed hia 
the year past as their agent to advance 
the interests of the imissiou by laboring te 
awaken a missionary spirit in the Baptist 
churches. ‘They have voted also to con- 
tinue hin still longer, as their agent, ‘sub- 
ject however to such openings in Provi- 
dence and such suecess attendant on his 
labor, as in the judgment of the Board 
may render his continuance in this coun- 
try no longer requisite, and his removal 
to a missionary station requisite and prop- 
er.’ 

They have undertaken the patronage 
aud support of the Rev. Adonivam Jud- 
son, vow in Lniia, as a missionary, subject 
te their direction. 

They have examined and accepted as 
their Missionary, Mr. George H. Hough, 
and destined himto join Mr. Judson as 
soon as practicable, 

2. Their Funds. 

May 1814. By balance in 
the Treasury ($20 to transla- 
tions) $1,556, 68 

May 11, 1815. By amount 
of receipts from var:ous socie- 
ties and individuals during the 
year ending this date ($51 32 
for translations) 4658 91 
B6,210 69 

To amount of expenditures 
during the same period, includ- 
ing two remittances to Mr. 
Judson of %1,000,and an in- 
vestment in U. States’ stock 
of $1,875, and sundry other 
charges, 





5,216 46 


Balance in the Tredsury, 994 14 
* See Pan. Jan, 1845. p. 44, 
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Add to which, the present 
value of the surm above men- 


tioned, invested in U. S. stock 2,500 00 
And also, the nominal value 

ef 3 shares in the Bank of 

America, not carried out in the 

receipts 500 00 


BS,794 13 

8. The Missionary Societies in their 
eonnexion. 

Societies, on which the Board rely for 
funds, existed to a considerable number at 
the co.minencement of the year. See Pro. 
of Cov. The wumber of Soc:eties .2uril- 
dary to the Baprist Bourd of Foregu 
Missions, which have been formed wiihe 
in the year past, as appears from the ae- 
eount siibmitted to the Board by Mr. inuice 
their aze..t, is eight 

One foriacd ac ‘dartford, Con. Aug 31, 
ealled She Connesiicut Society, Auxriu- 
aru, Fe. 

“At Westmoreland, N. il. Sept. 29, 
ealled The Union Society in Vermont 
and New lampsiire, Se. 


At Brasdon Ver. Oct. 6, called The 
Fermout Soctely, Ge 

At Swansy, N. tl. Oet. 20, called The 
Dudlin Societu, Se. 


‘At Biistol, 
Evangelical Society 
Newport Counties, Ge 

At Middleboro’, Mass. Dee. 29, called 
The United Society of Plymouth County 
and vicinities, Se. 

At Worcester, Mass. called The Soci- 
ety for Woreester County and vicinity, 

S. 


R. L. Dee. 7, called The 
of Bristol and 


At Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Oct. 19, called 
The New York Middle District Societu, 
Ge. 

Some other Soeicties for missionary 
purposes have been tormed within the 
year, not expressly subsidiary to the 
Board. Mr. Rice ‘with a view,’ agreeably 
to the instructions of the Board, ‘o ex- 
ete the public mind more generally to en- 
gage in missionary exertions,’ addressed m 
a printed letter all the Baptist Associa- 
tions through the United States. Ther 
number he reckons at one hundred and 
fifteen, and the result of his applications 
to thera he details at lenoth. Lis letter 
had two objects in view: to excite the As- 
sociauons to eagage in the missionary 
eause; and toopen a channel of intereourse 
beiween the: and the Board, by means of 
a regular correspondence and interchange 
of Proceedings and Menutes. Whe result 
is, exeluding those Associations that have 
alvealy plelged their assistanee to ‘he 
Board by the formation of Auxiiary S ei. 
eties, that mos. of the: are disposed to 
favor the mission, au” that from the mis- 

sienary and charitable societies, uot ex- 
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Sept, 


pressly subservient to the Board, formea 
withia the limits of mauy, the Buard may 
saiely expeet much assistance. 

4. Lhew Jdissionary Field. 

Lhe field first occupied by missionaries 
under the patronage of the Board is the 
Empire of Burmuh. ‘Their missiona 
Mr. Judson, bas entered this field aid 
siatioued himself at itangoon, the chief 
sea-poct of the Empire. 

The oaly missionary on this field whee 
Mr. Judsun entered it, was Mr. Felix Ca. 
rey, eldest son of Dr. Carey. Others had 
been theve, but had died, or departed. 
He resided at Rangoon irom his first en- 
trance on the Emypure in 1807, till about 
the time of Mr. Judson’s arrival at the 

place in 1813. At this time he was order- 
ed by the Eiaperor into the interivr, te 
Ava, the eapital of the Empire, to vacein- 
ate the younger branches of the royal fam- 
ily.* He went, and was received with 
more honor than was even desirable. He 
requested leave of the Emperor to set up 
a printing press, which was granted, and 
he regizred to reside at Ava. His station 
is HOW fixed at va; aud a missionary press 
is to be established there, by ovder of the 
Emperor. While at Raugoor, he com. 
posed a Barman dictionary; aud in 1811, 
finished a second and enlarged revisal of 
it, Containing exempliications of the vari- 
ous meanings of words from different 
Burman authors. By the latest intelli. 
gence from the Baptist missiouaries in In- 
dia, we learn also, that a grammar of the 
Burmah language, a composition of his, is 
now in the missionary press at Serampore. 
A Barman version of the Seriptures has 
been in part finished and printed. | Such 
is at present the result of missionary ex- 
eruons tor Burmah. 

The Empire contains a population of 
about fifteen millions, under the govern- 
meut of anoppressive and sanguisary em- 
peror ‘*Tothe eye of a missionary,’ say 
the Board, ‘this field presents an iterest- 
ing prospect, and invites the hand of euiti- 
vation. Important by the extent of its 
own large population, and still more so by 
its contiguity to China; the salubrity of its 
climate, favorable to the life and activity 
of missionaries; the ability of the natives 
generally to read and write, offering fucili- 
ties of the utmost importance for pating 
them speedily in possessi n of the Sacred 
Scriptures; their vigor of intellect, which 
improved by the energies of Chrisuian 
prteciple, may give them a commanding 
elevation of chiractér, this empire pre- 
sents a prospect peculiarly encouraging, 
rendered still more hopetul by the favor 
of government so happily ubtained by Vr. 
Cavey, and the p-vovidential manuer mm 


* Mr. C.is a Physician. 
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which Mr. Judson wascarried te Rangoon. 
Aud surely the moral miseries of the 
people impressively soiicit the charitics of 
ghristian benevolence, uttering as with a 
thousand voices the aifvcting cry “‘come 
ever und heip us.” ’ 

5. Their Missionaries. 

Mr. Rice has been, and, as it appears 
from the proceedings of the Board, is 
still to be employed in the Uniied States. 

Mr. Hough was set apart to the ser- 
vice of a missionary on the 25th of May 
Jast, in the Baptist meeting house, in San- 
sou-street, Philadelphia. He is soon to 
go to ludia, to join Mr. Judson. In his 
letter soliciting the patronage of the 
Board, after some account of the relig:ous 
exercises Of his mind, and his disposition 
to engage in a missionary life, he observes: 
‘For about one year past, my impressions 
of duty relative to engaging in the India 
mission have been increasing Having 
spent my early years in acquiring the art 
of printing, and it having been intimated 
that a new station wottld be soughi by the 
Americau missionaries, where a printing 
establishment would be eminently useful 
towards accomplishiug the object of the 
mission, I felt upon my mind a kind of 
double obligation to offer myself to the re- 
pected Board of Foreign Missions for thear 
patronage and assistance; that they would 
allow me the happiness of making the 
sacrifices, encountering the trials, endur- 
ing the fatigues, and dying the death 
eta missionary. 

“One persuasion has ever occupied my 
mind upon this subject, that if it were my 
duty, it God designed me tolabor in that 
part of his vineyard, He himself would 
eonduct me towards it by his Providence; 
and 1 eannot help observing, that every 
step which I have taken towa. ds the pres- 
ent interview has been apparently to my 
mind providentially directed; and I think 
I could never have felt satisfied that I had 
done my duty, without presenting mysclf, 
as I now do, to this Board, and intreating 
that they would bestow on me the favor, 
which it is now in their power L hope con- 
sistently to grant, of living and dying their 
missionary iu India.” 

“Mrs. Hough in a letter to her parents 
about the same time, with a view to re- 
concile their minds to her going to India, 
thus tenderly addresses them:—l can 
anticipate your feelings in parting with 
one of your children probably for life, and 
T feel all that reluctance, which an affee- 
tiovate child would feel tor kind parents, 
when [leave you for a distant country. 


My husband has long been desirous of 


going to India, and he feels confident that 
he can be more useful in the catise ot 
Christ there, than in apy other place. He 
i3 professedly engaged in that cause, to 


promote which ought to be the object af 
all Civistians. Lhey ought to be willing 
to make saciifices, to endure hardships, 
avd to forsake ail for Cirist’s sake and 
the Gospel’s, 

“You, my dear mother, professing te 
be a iolitwer of Jesus, to feel nterested 
in his cause, let me ask, if you ¢do not 
wish to promote it—if you do uot desire 
to see that day, when the Gospel shall be 
preacheg to every nation under heaven?— 
tlow would you feel if deprived of your 
Bibte aud the preaciing of the Gospel? 
Wouid you not be willing to go even to 
India for che enjoymeut of such a blessing? 
And iW satvation depend upon knowing 
and believing in Christ, and if there is 
greater joy ina well grounded hope and 
faith in the Gospel, than in all the pleas- 
ures Of the world, is It not of great impor- 
tance, that the heaihen should tasie of 
these joys? L know you will say that it is 
of importanee that the Gospel should be 
preached to them—and why not my hus- 
band endure the hardships incident to a 
missionary life, as well as others? Why 
should not I go to India as well as other 
women, and share with my husband the 
trials aud comforts of a life devoted to the 
cause of truth? L hope you and all other 
Christiaus will pray for us, that we faint 
not in the day of uial.” 

From Mr. Judson, the Board have 
‘received no letter, since, his adoption as 
their missionary.” They are happy, how- 
ever, that it is ‘in their power to present 
extracts from private letters, which an- 
nounce the safe arriva, of Brother Ju. on 
and wife at Rangoon, and the prospect of 
usefulness which is opening upon then.’ 
From these extracts it appears, that after 
Mr. Rice left Mr. Judson at Mauritius, 
Mr. Judson directed his attention to the 
Malay Islands; and endeavored to pro- 
cure a passage to Penang by way of 
Madras. When he arrived at Madras, 
finding uo opportunity of sailing immed) 
ately to that place, hearing that his breth- 
ren at Bombay had been ordered to Eng- 
laud, and expecting to shave their fate, 
were it known at Caleutta that le was is 
Madras, he took passage, as his only se- 
curity, in a small Portuguese vessel that 

was soon to sail for Rangoon; hoping, if he 
found it impracticable to live there, to 
obtain a passage thenee to Penang. He 
arrived at Madras in June 1813; and ai 
Rangoon, on the 18th of July. ‘These 
letters, in the language of the Board, 
‘breathe so much the spirit of the saint 
and missionary,’ that we cannot forbear 
referring our renders to a few quotations 
for remaining information. 

After her arrival at Rangoon, Mrs. Jud- 
sou thus writes to her parents aad sisters. 
“In the land of darkuess and @ie shudoy 
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of death, I again take my pen, my dear 
parents and sister s, lo communicate some 
of the dealings of Providence, both merei- 
ful and afflietve. We staid at Madras 
only a fortuight, when we embarked on 
board a Portugnese vessel for this place. 
1 had procured a European woman ser- 
vai t to go with us, as it. was not thought 
prudent to go without one. She went on 
board two days betore us, and when we 
went on board she appeared in perfect 
heaith. We had but just entered the ship 
wien she fell on the floor, apparently in a 
fit. We made every poss:bic effort to re- 
cover her,.but she gasped a few times and 
died! The exertion 1 made to recover her, 
together with the shock my frame aud 
feelings received at her sudden decease, 
brought me also near the gates of deach. 
LT indeed thought the tme of my depar- 
ture was at hand, and that all my toils and 
perplexities were ended) 1 had no phy- 
sician, no medieme, and no attendant but 
Mr. Judson Add to this, we were ina 
small dirty vessel, which was kept im con- 
tinual motion by the violence ot the wind 
aid sea. Pertect ease and quiet seemed 
absolutely necessary to my recevery; but 
these it appeared impossible to obtain. 
But all things are possible with God; and 
we were never so sensible of his care and 
protection, as at this time. In the midst 
of cur daikness ard distress, and when 
we had given up all hope of my recovery, 
our captain informed us that we were 
close to the Andaman Islands, and that 
we could eseape being driven on to them 
in vo way but by going through an. rrow 
channel between two of them. We were 
in much danger, but the vessel was al- 
most perfectly sti , as we were in smooth 
water, as soon as we entered the channel, 
the wind being broken by the Istands. 
Thus I obtained that ease and quiet whieh 
but a few moments before seemed impos- 
sible to obtain. We were three weeks 
on our passage, and when we arrived I 
was not able to walk, nor had Leven lett 
wy bed for half an hour. We felt very 
gloomy and dejecied, the first night we 
arrived, in view of our prospects; but we 
were enabled to lean on God, and to feel 
that he was able to support us under the 
mest discour. ging circumstances. The 
next morning I prepared to go on shore, 
but hardly Knew how I could get to Mr. 


Curey’s house, as there was no method of 


conveyance, except a horse, while I was 
not ebie to ride. It was hovever con- 
eluded that I should be carried in an arm 
ebair; consequently when FT landed, one 
was provided, through which were put 
two bamboos, a d four of the natives took 
me on their shoulders. When they had 
sarried me a little way into the town, they 

get me down ender a shade, when great 
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numbers of the natives gathered aroun 
as they had seldom seen av English fe. 
male, Being sick and weak, | held my 
head down, which induced many of the 
native females to come very near, and 
look under my bonnet. At this I looked 
up and smiled, at which they set up aloud 
laugh. Th y again took me up to carry, 
and the multitude of natives gave a shout 
which much diverted us. ‘Il hey next car- 
ried me to a place they call the custom 
house. It was a small open shed, in which 
were seated ov mats s¢ veral natives, who 
were the custom house officers. After 
searching Mr. Judson very closely, they 
asked liberty for a native female to sear ch 
me, to which L readily consented. 1 was 
then brought to the mission house, where 
I have eniirely recovered my health. We 
felt a great disappointment in not finding 
Mr. Carey at home, as we were previously 
acquainted with hice. having seen him in 
Calcutta. He was ordered up to the capi- 
tal by the king, to vaccinate some of the 
roy ai family. Mrs. Ca.ey is a native of 
the country, though of European extrae- 
tion. She speaks very little English, but 
is very kind, and does every thing to 
make us comfortable. The house is large 
amd convenient, made wholly of teak 
wood; but the inside is unfinished, and the 
beams and joists ali bare. It is, however, 
the largest and handsomest house in all 
Rangoon. 

“As it respects our food, we get along 
much better than we expected. There is 
here no bread, butter, cheese, potatoes, nor 
scarcely any thing that we have been in 
the habit of eating. Our prineipal food is 
rice, and corvied fowl, and towls stewed 
with cacumbers. But we are blest with 
good health, anu feel, thatinstead of mur- 
muring, that we have no more of the 
comforts of life, we have great reason to 
be thankful that we have so many. ‘There 
are no English famiiies in Rangoon, and 
bat one French family. There is nota 
female in all Burmah with whom I can 
converse. ‘Two or three French gentle- 
men, who speak English, constitute the 
whole of our socicty. 

**We sevote our time almost entirely te 
the acquirement ef the language, which 
we find difficult. But with hard labor and 
perseverance, | doubt not but we shall be 
able to write, read, and speak it, in twoor 
three years with ease. ‘The country pre- 
sents a rich, beautiful appearance, every 
where covered with vegetation, and if cul- 
tivated, would be one of the finest in the 
world, But the poor natives have no in- 
ducement to labor or raise any thing, as it 
would probably be taken from them by 
their oppressive rulers. Many of them 
live on leaves and vegetables that grow 
spontaneously, aud some actually die with 
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hunger. Every thing is extremely high, 
therefure inany are duced to steal what- 
ever comes in their way. There ave con- 
stant robberies and murders coitiited; 
searcely a night but houses are broken 
open, and things stolen. But our trust 
and coufidence are in our heavenly Father, 

who can easily preserve aud protect us, 
though a host should encamp about us. 
1 thak God has wught us by expevience, 
what «tis to trust in him, and find comfort 
aul peace in feeling that he is every 
where preset. QO tor more ardent, su- 
preme love to hima, aud greater w illiugness 
to suiier'in his cause! 

‘*#ungoeon Aug. 8, 1813. 

“T again take my pen, though IL have 
nothing new to edmmunicate, yet I feeia 
pleasure and satisfaction too gi eat to be 
negiccied, in writing to those dear friends 
whom I never expect to see again, ull 1 
meet them in the eternal world, I know 
every thing respecting us wili be hi,hly 
interesting to you, thereiore | am partic- 
ular to write every little incident = As 
Mrs. Cares has the whole care of the fam- 
ily, being familiar with the language, and 
having several servants at her command, L 
am free from every eoneern of this nature 
and can devote ali my time to study. 1 
find it no easy thing to acquire a foreign 
language; avd though our teacher says we 
gain rapidly, | yet we can hardly perceive 
that we make any advance It is q most 
beautiful, easy language to write, but very 
difficult to read, or pronounce. 

“Our teacher isa good natured, intelli- 
gent man. When he first came he paid 
Very little attention to me, appearing to 
feel that it was rather beneath him to in- 
struct a female, as the females here are 
heldin the lowest estimation. But when 
he saw I was determined to persevere, 
andthat Mr. Judson was as desirous to 
have him instruct me, as himself, he was 
more attentive. 

“from our first embarking for India, 
we have at times had our eye on this em- 
ahs. as our final residence; but we have 

een repeatedly discouraged by the dread- 
ful accounts we had of the ferocity and 
barbarity of the natives, together with the 
many privations we must suffer among en- 
tire heathen. Several missionaries have 
made an attempt fo reside herve, but have 
been discouraged, and left with nt effect- 
ing any thing. And some of these mis- 
Sionaries. we had reason to think, pos- 
sessed much more piety and devotcdness 
to missions than ourselves. No wouder 
then we were discouraged. But after our 
heavenly Father had severely tried us, in 
@using us to be driven from place to 
a e, he shut up every other door, aid at 

ast made us feel willing to take our lives 


in our hands, and come to this heathen 
land to spend the remainder of our Cays- 
But wili you believe me when I say we 
are cheerful aud happy? “Though we tid 
the government aid people just aS we 
expected; though we find ourselves desti- 
tute of alinost ail those sources of enjoy- 
ment to wh.ch we have been secusiomed, 

and are in the midst of a peopie, who at 
present are almost desper ate Ou accoUnt 
of the searcity of provision; though we 
are exposed to robvers by night and in- 
vaders by day, yet we both wuite a saying 
we were never happier, wever more con- 
tented, in any situation than the piesent. 
We feel that this is the post that God 
hath appomted us, that we are in the path 
ot duty, and in a situation, wh.ch, of all 
others, presents the most extensive - field 
for useiulne s. And though we are sur- 
rounded with danger and “death, we feel 
that God can with infinite ease preserve 
aud support us uuder the most heavy sual- 
ferings. 

“But for these feelings we are indebted 
Wholly to the free, rich and sovereign 
g:ace of our Redeemer, and still depend- 
eut on him for a continuance 0; them; for 
it is not three mosths sinec, that [ looked 
at this situation with all that dread and 
horror which you can imagine. It is our 
daly prayer that we may be Continued 
here, aud made a blessing to the poor 
Burmaus, who are daily perishing for lack 
of knowledge. But we mourn our unfit- 
ness to be engaged in the great work of 
communicating religious knowl*dge to the 
dark, benighted mind of a heathen. Our on. 
ly hope isin God, We know that he can bless 
his own truth to the salvation of sinners, 
though it may be communicated in ever 
so broken a manner, and by the meanest 
of his creatures. We rejoice that this 
great, this powerful God is our Father and 
our Friend, and has opened a way of ac- 
cess for us sinners, and has commanded us 
to open our mouths wile, with the prom- 
ise that he will fill them. He hath also 
said that he will give the heathen to his 
Son for an inheritance, and the uttermost 
pur ts of the earth for his possession. We 

‘annot but hope the glorious day is draw- 
ing near, when this promise will be fulfill- 
ed; and that among other heathen nations, 
Burmah, cruel, avaricious, idolatrous Bur- 
mah wili say to Jesus, What have I any 
move to do with idols? Come thou and 
reign over us. O my dear parents and 
sisters, pray for us, that we may be hum- 
ble, prayerful, and entirely devuted to 
the cause of Christ. Pray for these poor 
people, who have altars and temples te 
high places for the worship of the prince 
of darkness. They are immortal like our- 
selves, they are bound to the same cterni- 
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ty with us, and like us are capable of en- 
joying or suffermg eudless happiness or 
@ernal misery.” 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONEKS 
FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 


Aug. 2. From a young lady 
i Portland, by Mr. N. Willis, 

4. From two young ladies in 
the south parish m Weymouth, 

9. From the Female Missiona- 
ry Society of Sheffieid, by Miss 
Mary Flint, 

15. From the Society in Phil- 
lip’s Academy for the purpose of 
aiding the translations, by Jesse 
Walcutt, Treas. 

18. From the following per- 
sons, by Mr. T. Dwight, jun. 

From a friend to mis- 
sions, $1 06 

From the Female Char- 
itable Society of New Ca- 
naan, for translations, 65 0¢ 

From the Cent Society’ 
of Wallingford, 

From several ladies’ of 
S. (Con.) for the use of 
the three missionaries go- 
ing to Ceylon, 13 00-——64 00 

22. From a female friend of 
missions, by Mr. N. Lord, 

From Mary Tomson of Roy- 
alston, 25 


55 00 
2 00 


$1 00 


15 00 


1 00 


From the Foreign Mission 

Society of Wiscasset and vicinity, 50 00 
24. From Gen. Jedidiah Hun- 

tington of New London, 50 00 
From Isaac V. H. Crannell, of 

New London, 3 00 


From an unknown person in 
Groton, 1 25 
30. From Derick Sibley of 


Montpelier, ge? 5 00 
From Jesse Hitcheock of 

Brimfield, ( Mass.) 1 00 
From Jacob Bishop of Brim- 

field, ( Mass.) 1 00 





$237 80 
ONDINATIONS. 


QOrnarxeED, on Wednesday the 28th of 
June last, the Rev. JonaTuan Lex, to the 
pastoral care ot the church and society in 
Otis, (Mass.) The Rev. Mr. White, of 
Sandisfiell, made the introductory prayer; 
the Rev. Mr. Lee, of Colebrook, preached 
the Sermon; the Rev. Mr. Kinne, of Al- 
ford, made the consecrating prayer; the 
Rev. Mr. Catlin, of New Marlborough, 
gave the charge; the Rey. Mr. Keep, of 


Donations to Foreign Missions... Ordinations. 





Sept. 


Blanford, gave the Right Hand of Fellew. 
ship; aud the Rev. Mr. Harrison, ot Tol. 
land, (Mass. ) made the concluding prayer, 


- ‘The happy settlement of the Gospel min 


istry, for the first time, in this waste place of 
our Jerusalem, with very favorable pros. 
peets— manifest the commendable exer. 
tions of the Society—was highly gratifying 
to the Ecciesiasucal Council, and a very 
aumerous audience collected on the occas 
S10n. 

On Wednesday, the 19th of July last, 
the Rev. Ami -LINSLEx, to the pastoral 
eare of the First Chureh and Society in 
Hartland. The Rev. Mr. Flint, of Hart- 
ford, made the introductory prayer; the 
Rev. Mr. Piineo, of Milrord, preached 
from 1 Thes. ii, 4; the Rev Mr. Prudden, 
of Eufield, made the consecrating prayer; 
the Rev. Mr. Gayiord, of West tHlartland, 
gave the charge; the Rev. Mr. Baker, of 
Granville, gave the Right Haod of Fel- 
lowship; aud the Rev. Mr. Me Lean, of 
Simsbury, made the concluding prayer. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


NEW WORKS, 


Pact on Mars Hill: or, a Christian sur- 
vey of the Pagan world. A Sermon, 
preached at Newburyport, June 21, 1815, 
at the Ordination of the Kev. Messrs. 
Samuel J. Mills, James Rieharids, Edward 
Warren, Horatio Bardwell, Benjamin C. 
Meigs, and Danicl Poor, to the office of 
Chrisuan Missionaries. By Samuel W or- 
cester, D. D. Pastor of the ‘Tabernacle 
Church in Salem. Published by erder of 
the Prudential Commitiee of the Ameri- 
can Board of Coromissioners tor Foreign 
Missions, Andover: Flagg & Gould. 
1815. pp. 44. 

The magnitude of the preacher’s work, 
A Sermon, delivered March 15, 1815, 
at the Ordination of the Rev. Israel W. 
Putnam, as Pastor of the North Church 
in Portsmouth. By Ebenezer Porter, 
D. D. Bartlett Professor of Sacred Riet- 
oric in the Theological Seminary, Ando- 


ver. Pubiished at the request of the 
people. Andover: Flagg & Gould. 1815. 
pp. 32. 


Remarks on the Rev. Dr. Worcester’s 
Letter to Mr. Chauniyg, on the “Review 
of American Unitarianism” in a late Pan- 
opLst. By William E. Channing, Minis- 
ter of the Church of Christ in Federal 
Street. Second Edition. Boston: Wells 
& Lilly. 1815. pp. 39. 

A Second Letter to the Rev. William 
E, Channing on the subject of ‘Unitarian- 
ism. By Samuel Worcester, D. D. Pas- 
tor of the Tabernacle Church, Salem 
Second Edition. Boston: 8S. T. Arm 


stromg: 1815. pp. 44: 
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POETRY. 


For the Panoplist. 


AN EXHORTATION T@ CHRISTIAN BENEFICENCE: 


Ye generous souls, sav’d from the Dragon’s flood,* 

Baptiz’d by fire, wash’d in atoning blood, 

Sate on the Rock! will ye not look below, 

And weep o’er frailtv, danger, guilt and woe! 

Cast round the antichristian world your eves— - 

What direful scenes, what gioomy prospects rise’ 

Queneh’d is the star that lur’d the Magi’s gaze; 

Eclips’d the Sun whieh fir’d their raptur’d praise; 

‘lhe harp of prophecy,” the shepherds’ breath, 

And sacted symphony lock’d up in death. 

See heathen hordes by lusts to frenzy driven, 

And ido: worship wake the wrath of Heaven! 
Must ebon night brood o’er each pagan clime, 

Till the remotest point of unborn time? 

No——saith Jehovah! from the rez!ms of light, 

-2 morning without clouds shall spring from night: 

The kuowledge of the Lord, like on wie main, 

Shall cover earth and bleach the moral stain. 

And when the christian world shall wake from sleep, 

And Patlros learn to act as well as weep; 

The ample fields which are already white, 

Shatl yield a harvesi of immense delight! 

Aid those who toil to bring the treasures home, 

Shall shine like stars in the immortal dome! 

‘Tire world shall witness these stupendous scenes, 

Effected not by miracies, but means. 

The Church must wrest/e—travail—and frevatl,; 

Nations the gates of Paradise assail; 

And Shiloh’s Bride, in sky-wrought robes attir’d 

Mu t be by earth and angel hosts admir’d! 

Rise! Candidates for biiss, a countless band, 
Heaveu in each heart, and tribute in each and, 
Secure vour title to the promis d land. 

Why stand ye idle at the eleventh hour’? 

Faith without works is dead—evince iis power— 
Enter the vineyard—lend your heart, your all; 
Diffuse your wealth, revere Jehovah’s call. 

Let not your hand, penurious, give the lie 

To verbal charitiy’s pretences high. 

From penury, a trifle may attest 

Pure love, and give a passport to the blest:T 

But where the Lord has lent his stewards more, 
And made the cup of competence run o'er; 

O mock not feeling with a meager sum! 

The world’s donations ought to strike us dumb, 
When they, to serve their god, such funds emp!oy 
As might through realins of darkness kindle joy. 
The silver and the gold are not our own, 

They are demanded from the eternal throne. 

If we refuse, His counsel still shall stand, 

His heralds publish grace through every land; 
Benighted tribes, snatch’d from the burning lake, 
Shall of the rivers of his love partake: 


* Rev. xii, 15. ’ 
t Had the Lord imposed his pecuniary claims only on ponderous riches, few, if 


@ny, would consider themselves as being affected by his precepts. Wise /evislutures 


collect revenue ge all classes of community, according to their atility—and the 
King of kings has not excluded many (though many exclude themselves _) from the 
hener and profit of being co-werkers with him, in building the walis of Lean. 
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But those who hate the truth and shun the light, 
Shall be consign’d to everlasting night! : 
With heart and substanee honor now the Lord;— 
A thousand fold shail be thy sure reward; 
Thy barns with plenty the Most High shall fill, 
‘ And thro’ thy breast pour pleasure’s purest rill. 
Ensure thy treasures which may fail a prey, 
By flames, or floods, or whirlwinds borne away, 
Deposit /arge’y in the bank of Heaven, 
Where interest high and ampl- bonds are given, 
Thy bread (thy monev) on the waters cast; 
Omnipotence secures a prize at last! 
Ah! where is faith, when all the pledges made 
Can not the cold, reiuctant heart persuade! - 
Tis frigid love that closes fast the eyes, 
And stops the ears ’gainst mis’ry’s plaintive cries. 
Yet hope forlorn, oft builds on works alone, 
f When these are partial, rare, or quite unkoown! 
Whilst some impart, (not from complaceat choice;d : 
To put to silence the internal voice; 
Some, that the world their splendid deeds may know; 
And some, fiom pure affeetion’s fervent glow; 
The Judge the meanest motive shall reward, 
But those whose hearts are right shall see the Lord 
Christ bas aunex’d delight to those who give, 
More than to those who on the bounty live. : 
Who that has tasted this transeendent bliss, 
Enquires how much, uncensur’d, he may miss? 
Preposterous thought! he rather seeks to know 
How much, unblameable, he may bestow. 
Let thoughiess libertines deride his zeal— 
Their callous hearts no holy fervor feel: 
But renovated souls, by grace refin’d, 
To philanthropic pity are inelin’d. 
Even guilt may feel a tender pang for pain, 
And misers give to gather more again. 
When captives bow to Barbary’s galling yoke, 
Gold must redeem them—so the nation spoke. 
But when, in heavier chains, a countless host, 
Are gliding downward to the infernal coast; 
Shall morbid sloth entomb the christian mind? 
No bowels yearn—no hand the slaves unbind? 
O tell it not in Gath! the sons of earth, 
Will wock our apathy with impious mirth. 
But stop—rash MViusg, nor libel holy zeal, 
Fvine’d by prayers and alms for Zion’s weal. 
Much has been done—and some, a noble few, 
i the world, eternity in view; 
ave giv n vast treasures with expiring breath, 
And gaio’d possessions, deeded afier death. 
Sume, mo‘estly coneeal’d from human view, 
. hile angels sung hosannas, for they knew) 
ave snapp’d the spell which thousands binds te eartls 
Ard furnish’d means for millions’ second birth! 
And men there are, who.n God’s own Spirit warms, 
Who range the earth and face old ocean’s storms, 
To pilot sin-wreck’d souls to peaceful port, 
Where rebels, bow’d, attend their Father’s court— 
Where mental surges settle to a calm, 
And moral plagues are heal’d by Gilead’s balm. 
When those who brandish firebrands, swords and death, 
And poison earth with Bohun Upas’ breath, 
Through Tophet’s iron gates in wrath are hur?d— 
These shall ascend to the celestial world: 
There, range with angels o’er the golden plain; 
There, kings and priests to God, forever reign. 








